
W h e r e ’ s  t h e  l o o  a n d  t h e  c a f é ?   N o  l o o s  o r  c a f e s  o n  t h e   C o m m o n  

b u t  t h e   A b b o t s  M i t r e  p u b   i n  t h e  v i l l a g e   h a s   l o o s  f o r  c u s t o m e r s  

a n d  s p a c e   f o r  f a m i l i e s  t o  h a v e  a  d r i n k  i n  t h e  g a r d e n .  T h e  v i l l a g e  

s h o p  o p p o s i t e  s e l l s  i c e  c r e a m s  a n d  c o l d   d r i n k s   a s  w e l l  a s  t e a  a n d  

c o f f e e .  

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

I f  y o u  f i n d  t h e  C o m m o n  i s  v e r y  b u s y ,  d o n ’ t  f o r g e t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  

r i v e r s i d e  p i c n i c  p l a c e s   a n d  w a l k s  n e a r b y .  

 
B r a n s b u r y  C o m m o n  -  l i t t l e  k n o w n  a n d  v e r y  p e a c e f u l  ‒  i d e a l  f o r  

w a l k i n g  .  E x i t  t h e  C o m m o n  a n d  t u r n  l e f t  a l o n g  t h e  V i l l a g e  S t r e e t .   

F o r k  r i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  k e e p  l e f t .   C o n t i n u e  f o r  a b o u t  a  

k m .  a n d  c r o s s  s t r a i g h t  o v e r  t h e  c r o s s r o a d s .  A f t e r  3 / 4  k m ,   B r a n s b u r y  

C o m m o n  c a n  b e  f o u n d  d o w n  a  t r a c k  o n  t h e  l e f t  i n  N e w t o n  S t a c e y .  

 
S t o c k b r i d g e  C o m m o n   -   E x i t  t h e  c o m m o n  a n d  t u r n  r i g h t  a l o n g  

t h e  V i l l a g e  S t r e e t .  P r o c e e d  t o  t h e  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  A 3 0 5 7 .   T u r n  l e f t  

t o  S t o c k b r i d g e .  A t  t h e  s e c o n d  r o u n d a b o u t ,  t u r n  r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  

v i l l a g e  a n d  f i n d  a  p a r k i n g  s p a c e .   T h e  w a l k  t o  t h e  r i v e r  b a n k s  c a n  b e  

a c c e s s e d  b y  t h e  t u r n s t i l e  g a t e  n e x t  t o  t h e  L i l l i e  L a n g t r e e  c a f é  o n  

t h e  l e f t  h a n d  s i d e  o f  t h e  r o a d .  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We want as many visitors as possible to enjoy our beautiful common. 

Please be a ‘Friend of the Cow Common’ and support our efforts to 

maintain this unique beauty spot.  

 

The Cow Common Code 

 

• Please park thoughtfully̶see overleaf  

• Please keep dogs under control and take home any ‘souvenirs’  

• Please take your rubbish home̶bottles and plastic cartons can kill 

wildlife 

• Please don’t light barbecues or camp 

• Try to  visit the common at ‘off peak’ times rather than school  or 

bank holidays 

• Take special care to avoid walking on the wildlife areas 

• If you see anyone abusing the common, please politely remind 

them to abide by the ‘Cow Common Code’ 

 

 

Welcome to Chilbolton Cow  

Common 

Enjoy your visit and remember the 

Cow Common Code 



 
 

 
 

 
 

West  Down Nature Reserve has a large car  

Park. It is a beautiful area for walking and bird watching 

with areas for picnicking and barbecues.  

The Test Way long distance walk passes through it and  

there is a  lovely 15 minute walk back to the Common which, apart 

from a single  road crossing, is entirely along picturesque footpaths . 

 

How to get to West Down Nature Reserve Car Park by car 

Go back out of the Common car park, proceed up Joys Lane until 

you reach the T junction. Turn right along the Village Street. Pass 

three left hand turns: Drove Road, River View Close and Station Road. 

Shortly after Station Rd and at the end of the village , you will see a 

‘300m’ sign pointing up a track on the left. The car park is at the top 

of the track on the left. 

 

Walking back to the Common̶ river glimpses and valley views 

Stand at the left hand edge of the car park exit facing the road. 

Directly opposite you will see a footpath (unmarked). Follow this for 

30 paces and then take the path to the right.  Take this path until 

you see a gate on the left. Go through the gate (beautiful views of 

Parking on the common is very limited. Please give 

priority to the disabled and families with very small  

children in busy periods and take care not to block the 

drives of the Cow Common residents.   There  is a great 

alternative place to park—see below.  

the valley) and follow the path down the hill  and to the right.  Go 

through the gate and up to the  village road. Look to your left. 

Y o u  w i l l  s e e  t h e  w a y m a r k e d  ‘ T e s t  W a y ’  s i g n  p o i n t i n g  t o  a  f o o t p a t h  

o n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h e  r o a d .  T a k e  t h i s  p a t h  ( l o v e l y  v i e w s  o f  t h e  

T e s t ) .  F o l l o w  t h e  p a t h  u n t i l  y o u  r e a c h  t h e  p l a y i n g  f i e l d .  W a l k  a r o u n d  

t h e  f i e l d  a n d  t o w a r d s  t h e  w h i t e  c o t t a g e  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  c o r n e r .  

P a s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  g a t e  n e a r  t h e  c o t t a g e  a n d  y o u  a r e  b a c k  o n  t h e  

C o m m o n !  
 

 
Cow common Quiz 

 
All the answers are  

on the signs! 
 

 
1. What date is the earliest record of the common?  
       a)1284 b)1365 c) 1786 
2. Why isn’t the Common cut in spring or summer? 
3. What plant, poisonous to cattle, is pulled in July? 
4. Why must you not let dogs run loose on the Common? 
5. What is the name of the wooden bridge on the Wherwell side 

of the Common? 
6. Between what dates should you keep away from the Wildlife 

Area and why? 
7. Find the names of common birds, fish and plants from these 

anagrams:  NEHRO 
                          TUBNORWROT 
                          MIHDACORCRH 
                           YFYLAM 
                           RIFIHNKGSE 

 


