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PRESENT: Cllrs David Griffiths (Chairman) (DG) and Julian Hudson (JH), Moya Grove (MG),  
Trish Heaton (TH), Nick Horne (NH), Emma Noble (EN), Terry Gilmore (TG) 

  Members of Public: None 
 
1. Apologies: Cllr Rick Franke (RF) 

 
2. Declaration of Interests: None 

 

3. Approval of Minutes – Thursday 11 July 2024: These were agreed and signed as an accurate record of 
the meeting. 

 

4. Matters Arising:  
 

DG reported that RF has submitted his resignation from COSC.  COSC are very sorry to hear that he has 
been forced to resign due to his health and would like to thank him for all his hard work and wish him 
all the very best.   

 

5. Chairman’s Report:  
 
Nothing to add other than items below.  

 

6. To take questions and/or discuss and decide on any proposals within the monthly update reports as 
follows: - 

 

A) Finance – Prior to the meeting the Clerk circulated the attached report (8824_1)  
 
i. Finance transactions since last COSC meeting: 

 
COSC members appreciated the new simplified layout.   Nothing further to add.   
 

ii. To discuss Rural Payment Agency stewardship agreements and future funding 
arrangements: 
 
MG reported that there is a need to transfer funding for the Common and West Down 
separately from the previous Rural Payments system to whatever is now replacing it.  MG 
does not have capacity to deal with this.  Alison Graham-Smith (AG-S) of Natural England 
(NE) can help and JH stated that James Waddington, the land agent from Savills had said 
that nothing needed doing imminently.  DG will ask Mandy Denyer (MD) to arrange a 
meeting with AG-S to discuss the funding arrangements with James Waddington, as well as 
DG, JH and Tony Ewer (TE) in attendance.  CPC will be informed.  The aim would be to get a 
simplified guide as to what is required from AG-S.  MG reminded COSC that the AG-S 
wanted to wait until after August to allow any upheavals from the change of government to 
settle down.  
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B) Allotments: Prior to the meeting TG circulated the attached report (8824_3). 

 
TG reported that the Roundup email had gone out and no one objected apart from one allotment 
holder who had concerns about the timing of the weed killer application. 
 
It was agreed that in future Ian Daubney could be employed to trim the hedge.  
 
TG will ask the current allotment holders to see if anyone would be willing to be an allotment 
liaison for COSC, not necessarily needing to attend every month, but ideally putting in a short 
report, even if there is nothing to report.   
 
COSC extend their thanks to TG for his years of service.  

 
C) Common – Prior to the meeting MG circulated the attached report (8824_2). 

 
I. Update on Fishing Rights: Signed Grant of Deed has been received (copy attached here 

(Signatures redacted)). 
 
Farrars are now dealing with the fishing rights on behalf of Freelands having taken over 
from Savills.  

 
II. Discussion on extension of Purlygig Bridge:  

 
MG contacted Beth Rutterford (BR) of Hampshire Countryside Service and sent her the main 
response letter from Wessex River Trust (WRT).   BR is currently working reduced hours but 
may by now have have met with AG-S. To date MG has not had an update.  MD will be 
asked to contact BR to get her availability so a meeting can be arranged. 
 

In the opinion of WRT CPC are not in contravention of any regulations following the removal 
of the revetments boarding at the Purleygig Bridge.  
 
Regarding the email from a member of the public, Mr Frost, DG will ask MD to respond and 
tell him that COSC are keen to hear his ideas for the restoration of the bridleway.  COSC will 
then consider the plans and our next steps, bearing in mind any changes need to be 
approved by HCC and NE.   

 
III. Update on Sleeper Bridge repair:  Hutton’s (Andover) Ltd have been instructed to make 

necessary repairs.  JH will chase Hutton’s and also liaise with the residents so that they can 
make arrangements as the bridge will be impassable while the work is carried out.  
 

IV. MG reported that the three planned school visits did not materialise.  However, Sparsholt 
could help clear the Abbotts Stream in October.  COSC would like to take up this offer.  MG 
will also contact the Conservation Volunteers to seek help from them. 

 

V. MG was contacted by TE about de-registering the Common as a Common.  MG confirmed 
that because it is access land registered under the CROW Act, it cannot be deregistered.  For 
historical reasons, Commoner’s rights should not be taken away after 1200 years (or so). 
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VI. JH raised that Sue Larcombe (SL) has some concerns about the signs directing people to the 
Common.  DG confirmed that SL needs to contact Andy Bond direct.   

 

VII. DG reported that Andy Bond has completed the repairs to the Common as requested.  He 
has installed another 24 dragons teeth and also some tall posts in front of the pedestrian 
gate to stop anyone parking in front of it.  The horse gate has also been installed.  DG has 
spoken to some horse riders who were very happy with the new arrangements.   

 
D) Machinery Maintenance: Nothing to report 

 
E) Parish Paths: 

 
DG has been informed that the lengths man has cut back some of the Mark Way.    

 
F) Village Greens: 

 
Regarding the small area on Stocks Green that has been mowed, it is believed that this was done by 
HCC.  The whole green can be cut in August.  
 
Southern Water have been written to and are considering repairs to the tanker damaged grass 
verge   of Rectory Green.  

 
G) War Memorial Playing Fields –  

 
I. Update on the proposal to enclosing the WMPF to be able to apply for an ‘Enclosed Sports Area’ 

under the TVBC Public Spaces Protection: 

This remains under consideration by DG.   

II. Rick Nightingale’s report re vegetation and tree management was discussed (8824_5). 

Rick Nightingale has cut back the paths nicely in several places on West Down and the Mark 
Way.  DG reported that there is a three year contract with Vespa for cutting back the Common 
and West Down.   NH suggested Rick Nightingale provide a quote for doing larger jobs, such as 
the teasel field, and it be compared to Vespa’s quote.  DG will enquire. 
 

III. Annual Play area inspection: to discuss and decide on actions to be taken: 

NH reported that there are a few minor items to be repaired, including the basket swing.  The 

shakes have been present since it was installed and it is well out of guarantee so when it comes 

to replacing this item it will need to be done out of COSC finances.  

 



CHILBOLTON PARISH COUNCIL’S OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE (COSC) 
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 8 August 2024; Poplar Dene, Cart Lane, Chilbolton; 18:30 

Signed and Agreed …………………………………. (Chairman) 
Page  of  

The trolley on the zip wire was not inspected.  NH hopes to look at it with Ed Treadwell but it 

was fully replaced 2 years ago so should be fine.  

Regarding the rotting timber on the clamber stack, NH has drafted an email to come from CPC 

to be sent to VitaPlay.  The timber had deteriorated during the guarantee period.  In the 

professional opinion of DG, if there was a latent defect during the guarantee period, there 

should still be recourse under the guarantee.  Much of the rest of the timber has also 

deteriorated.  NH will send this email round for approval.  

Two new infant swing seats are on order and will be installed when they arrive.  

IV. To discuss and decide on Wild Flower areas: 

NH will draft an advertisement to go in the Parish Magazine asking for someone to take the lead 

on the wild flower area.   

V. NH reported that he has arranged for Clatford Arms Football Club to use the facilities.  They are 

very enthusiastic and will cut the grass.  They would like to organise a fun day between mid-day 

and 4pm, mainly for the team and family but if the village wanted to come they would be 

welcome.  It would be a fundraiser and, if that was acceded to, they would donate 20% of the 

profits to the parish.   

Thanks to NH for liaising with Clatford Arms Football Club.  COSC are happy that they can have 

their fun day and keep the profits.  There is no need to involve the village.  Our preference 

would be for them to have the fun day outside the school holidays to avoid difficulties with the 

gate being locked.  However if they wish to make a contribution to the parish it would be 

gratefully received.  There will be no fee for using the facilities on the day. 

VI. Thanks to Emma for clearing the pavilion.  

VII. NH is aware that the basketball hoop needs fixing although it is a daunting task, he will look into 

it.   

VIII. Regarding the tree overhanging the pavilion, DG will ask Rick Nightingale and possibly Nick Ives 

to do a climbing survey to send to the insurance company.  NH would like the work done ideally 

before winter to avoid any damage to the pavilion.  NH noticed in Rick Nightingale’s survey 

report dated 9/7/24, there is a note about CWMPF being part of the SSSI.  In fact the tree is only 

overhanging this land, and this should be clarified if it goes on to the insurer.  

IX. Regarding improving the footpath through the rhubarb / butterburs, DG reported that he had 

had a response from Corinne Davis-Cooke from Hampshire Countryside Service offering to 

provide labour if CPC provide materials.  DG has replied to her asking what materials are 

required but so far no response has been received.  
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H) West Down 
 
i. Update on request for memorial plaque on a WD bench (or installation of a new bench with 

memorial plaque): Family have confirmed that they are happy to proceed with the approved 
bench for replacement.  They will arrange for disposal of the old bench and installation of 
the new one and footings.   
 

ii. Regarding winter clearance: DG will look into getting contractors with Rick Nightingale’s 
input as to the best machinery to use in the most cost effective way.  Volunteers can no 
longer be relied upon to do much of the work.   

 

iii. Regarding the damaged height barrier: HCC have agreed to repair with a padlock.  This is 
ongoing with DG. 

 

iv. Regarding the gap from West Down to Test Valley Farm and the removal of the fence, 
Southern Water are looking into it, but as yet no reply has been received.     

 

v. DG reported that the ragwort has been pulled, thanks to the Treadwell’s and Philip Baker.   
Edward Painter will be asked to remove the trailer.   

 

vi. DG reported that a cow escaped and it is unclear how it got out.  There was evidence of a 
broken top wire which was fixed Simon Martin, who repaired the fencing, for little or no fee.  
There have been no escapees since then.  

 

vii. Regarding the email received about the cutting of the teasels, COSC agreed that MG’s email 
about the teasels would be sent to Mrs Curtis on behalf of COSC.  MD to send this email to 
Mrs Curtis. 

 
I) Tree Warden report:  Prior to the meeting RN circulated the attached June/July ’24 tree warden 

report (8824_4) and Map (8824_8a).  RN also provided a letter re the WMPF oak branch 
overhanging the container and Test Way Footpath (8824_8b). 
 
DH would like this deferred until he carried out a walk-round survey with Rick Nightingale. 
 

7. To Discuss and decide on Lengthsman tasks for the following month (to include number of hours 
allocated per task): 
 
DG suggested that he be taken off cutting the edges along Coley Lane to free him up to do other things.  
DG would like him to do the southern end of the Mark Way and the bank overlooking the recycling 
centre.  EN suggested the footpath where it bears right at the very top of the concrete road and winds 
down behind the recycling centre.  TH suggested the smaller paths to the West Down enclosure. 

 
8. Correspondence: 
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8/7/24 - Southern Water response to letter (1724_20) re removal of barrier on WD (2924_4) – Awaiting 
outcome of investigation. 
 
11/7/24 - Emailed letter to WRT re extension of Purlygig Bridge (2924_9) 12/7/24 - INFORMAL response 
from WRT (2924_9a) 24/7/24 FORMAL response from WRT inc hyperlink to letter,  Purlygig Bridge erosion 
pre-project  and  2023-24 rain and flow data (2924_9b) 
 
23/7/24 - Emailed letter to resident re weed killer use at WMPF (2924_10) 
 
25/7 and 30/7/24 - Chilbolton Residents emails re Parking on Village Street and Joys Lane junction 
(2924_17)  
 
31/7/24 - Contact form for 101 online re parking at Joys Lane junction (2924_16) – waiting to be informed 
as to who /what department handles these requests 
 
05/8/24 - COSC response re WD teasel field query 1724_9 (2924_18) 
 
2/8/24 - Wherwell resident email re Cow Common footbridge repair and MD response (2924_20). 5/8/24 
Further email and response (2924_20a) 
 
30/7/24 - Non-resident email re Common and River and TE response (2924_21) 
 
8/8/24 – Further email re WD Teasel field (2924_18a) 
 
9. Questions from Public: 
 
10. Any Other Business – For information only: 
 
JH and DG reported that a Parish Councillor will be required with the loss of Councillor Frank, as CPC and 
COSC are now very short.  

 

11. Items for the next agenda: 
 

12. Date of the next meeting – Scheduled date is Thursday 12 September 2024 at Poplar Dene, Village 
Street. 


