
CHILBOLTON PARISH COUNCIL 
DRAFT – Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 7 October 2024; 18:30, Chilbolton Village Hall 

 

Agreed and Signed …………………………………… (Chairman) 
Page 1 of 5 

 
Mandy Denyer (Clerk) 

 

Present: Cllrs Tony Ewer (Chairman) (TE), David Griffiths (Vice-Chairman) (DG), Geoff Cockram (GC), 
  David Hall (DH), Julian Hudson (JH), Mandy Denyer (Clerk) (MD), HCC/TVBC Cllr David Drew (DD) 
  Members of public: One 
 
1. Apologies: Cllr Sue Larcombe (SL) and George Marits (GM) 
 
2. Declaration of Interest: NONE 

 

3. To sign as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held on 2 September 2024: These were agreed and signed 
as an accurate record of the meeting. 

 

4. Matters Arising: 
COSC – 
There is a dead ash tree that have fallen on the Common boundary fence.         Action: Complete 
 
Common car parking signs update – There is one more sign to be installed at the top of Joys Lane.  DG to arrange for 
AB to install.              Action: DG 
 
MD to write to SW asking if they or a contractor had removed the WD barrier to TVF – see SW response in 
correspondence. SW have paid £250.37             Action: Complete 
 
Reinstate WD/TVF barrier – MD to ask HCC for an update re matter between TVF and HCC.  If no response, CPC will 
reinstate the barrier by the end of the year.           Action: MD/COSC 
 
 
GM and/or to draft letter to Southern Water seeking reimbursement for damages caused by the tankering – to be 
discussed with SW at site meeting (meeting date to be confirmed for 24/10)          Action: Ongoing 
 
MD to update blue badge notices re common gate closure         Action: Complete 
 
Whitelands Path resurfacing inside the WMPF - DG to ask AB to measure the area and prepare a plan for HCC 
approval           Action: DG/In Hand 
 
Proposed repair of footpath by Purlygig Bridge – DD to chase HCC, see correspondence for response 

Action: Complete 
 
Planning/SL and TE –  
Request for TPOs to be placed on trees at Winston, Village Street not granted – Response from TVBC (6223_2). 
CPC to challenge this decision.   DD to chase for a response from Mr Gogan.    Action: SL/Ongoing 
 
TE to introduce CPC to the residents of Valley Field Park in early spring 2024 – TE has visited twice but there has 
been no one available.  Cllrs agreed to invite residents to ‘welcome party’.                     
 
Highways –  
GC to ask HCC if JH can design the village gateways thereby reducing the professional fees.       Action: GC 
JH to liaise with GC 
 
GC to request from the provider of gateways for necessary permissions, delivery and installation as this might be a 
simpler way ahead.                Action: GC 
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Finance –  
MD to chase insurers for revised renewal invitation.          Action: Complete 
 
SL to check for any outstanding Open Gardens expenses           Action: SL 
 
Other: 
BT removing landline service and moving to Broadband VOIP Service only – MD sent agreed letter via post 

Action: Complete 
 
‘Welcome party’ for new Chilbolton residents – to be discussed in more detail at the next CPC meeting.  Date set for 
17th Jan ’25.  TE to book village hall.                    Action: TE 
 
5. To take questions and discuss and decide on any proposals within the monthly reports as follows: 
A. Finance Report: Prior to the meeting MD circulated the attached report (71024_13). 

 
Additional payments made prior to the meeting not listed on the report: Grass and Grounds (additional cut of 
WMPF pitch) £219.36. 
 
Payments for approval: A Denyer salary £658.86, Chilbolton village hall hire £58.50, Hutton Andover (Common 
sleeper bridge repair) £2083.20, Grass and Grounds (cuts of WMPF on 1, 15 and 27 August and 21 September 
£683.67.  These were approved. 
 
Cllrs discussed the Grass and Grounds response regarding an invoice that is being disputed: Cllrs agreed to 
payment in light of the efforts that Grass and Ground have made to try and restore the football pitch to a 
playable standard when the field was in a bad state to begin with. 
 
MD informed that the external auditor has completed the 23/24 audit and the notice of conclusion was 
displayed on CPC noticeboards and website. 
 
The external auditor report is attached here.  Before the next internal audit Cllrs need to produce an 
Engagement letter and consider and minute the independence of the internal auditor.  MD to find a template of 
an Engagement Letter for TE to adjust as necessary for CPC.           Action: MD & TE 
 
i. To discuss and decide on an honorarium payment to the internal auditor:  MD to offer internal auditor 

payment and proceed with payment if requested.       Action: MD 
 

DH checked, agreed and signed the bank reconciliation check. 
MD to contact A Bond re invoice for installation of new horse gate on Common.   Action: MD 

 
B. Flood Advisory Group:  GM absent from meeting and no report was circulated.  There is to be a site meeting with 

SW 10am 24/10/24. 
 
C. Highways: Prior to the meeting GC circulated the attached report (71024_11).  GC informed that the est. cost of 

the village gateway project is likely to be between £6,000 and £8,000.  This will need to be budgeted for in the 
25/26 budget.  Cllrs agreed to the £270 application fee. 

 

D. Open Spaces Committee (COSC): 
i. COSC DRAFT minutes of the meeting held on 12/9/24 (71024_14). DG had no update regarding the COSC 

minutes. 
 

http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/71024_13-Oct-24-Finance-report.pdf
https://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/External-Auditor-report-23-24.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/71024_11-Highways-Report-October-2024.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/71024_14-COSC-draft-minutes-12.9.24-1.pdf
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ii. Update to the repair of the Common Sleeper Bridge: this is now complete. Huttons invoice has been 
received and payment approved.  MD has informed resident so they can make their agreed £1000 
contribution. 
 

iii. Update on proposed repair of Test Way at the Purlygig bridge: Please see extract from MG report for the 
COSC October meeting (71024_14a).   
 

TE informed that HCC had told him that CPC will be liable for any insurance/liability claims. 
DG informed that if the tree stumps on the path have not yet been removed they will be removed by 
Sparsholt College on their next visit to the Common. 
DG outlined to Cllrs a temporary repair using an adjacent property tree that is to be removed and cutting it 
to the appropriate size and placing on either side of the footpath and back-filling with gravel.  In light of TE 
information re liability Cllrs agreed that if there is no response from Natural England to the suggested 
temporary solution by the end of October, CPC will carry out this proposal.  Cllrs agreed to the purchase of 
the specific type of gravel that will be required for the back-filling.               Action: COSC 
 
Notices are to be displayed to advertise that the path is flooded and not yet repaired to due third party 
delays in agreement and that people should wear appropriate footwear.               Action: COSC 
 
An article is to be placed in the next issue of the parish magazine outlining the current situation. 

Action: DG or TE 
  

JH informed that he will be stepping down from the COSC committee.  DH agreed to help as required and 
become more involved in COSC.  DG informed that he will not be putting himself forward as Chairman of 
COSC in May but will remain a committee member.   
 

E. Planning Committee: Prior to the meeting SL circulated the attached report (71024_10) and minutes of the 
meeting held on 16/9/24 (71024_10a). 
JH reported that there have been 2 VARN applications; Land adj. to King Stone to move the position slightly of 
the property and Melbury House to allow for an opening window with obscured glass to be fitted to the 
bathroom.  The Planning Committee had no objections to the LBWN application for 4 Room Cottages for the 
retention of replacement back door and new window to bathroom and the TREEN application for Inglenook.  
 
TE discussed with Cllrs a draft letter to TVBC legal team regarding the Wherwell Solar Farm application.  Cllrs 
agreed to send the letter and support Wherwell PC position on the matter.  TE to forward letter to MD to send. 

Action: TE & MD 
 

DH read the email received from REPD to Cllrs.  It was agreed that no response is necessary. 
 
 

F. Village Hall: Prior to the meeting GC circulated the attached report (71024_12).  GC also informed that Mr 
Howard Barrie will be taking over as Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee. 

 
G. Community Fundraising update (to include update on Wherwell Solar Farm): Prior to the meting DH circulated 

the attached report (71024_17).  DH had nothing else to report except that the £875 funds for the catering costs 
for the Operation Market Garden 80th Anniversary commemoration event was allocated from precept funds and 
therefore does not affect the balance of the Community Projects funds.  DH suggested that these funds could be 
used to with the setting up of a Community Land Trust (CLT).  Cllrs agreed. 

 

http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/71024_14a-Extract-from-Moya-Grove-Common-report-for-October-COSC-meeting.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/71024_10-Planning-Report-for-September-2024.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/71024_10a-Planning-Minutes-16.9.24-1.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/71024_12-Village-Hall-Report-October-2024.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/71024_17-Community-Fundraising-Monthly-Report-09-September-2024.pdf
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H. Strategy Working Group update:  TE reported on matters that the group have been working on especially the CLT 
and sites for development.  TE also reported that the TVBC Planning team gave their full support to the CPC’s 
proposed development of new homes (10 downsize and 10 affordable) at a recent meeting. 
It is the aim of the Group to hold a public meeting in December to update residents on this matter. 
 
TE informed that the TVBC Local Plan is on hold to allow for adjustments to meet new government guidelines. 
 
TE discussed, at length, the legal advice given to TVBC regarding the interpretation of Chilbolton Neighbourhood 
Plan Policy HD1 concerning the number of bedrooms per house per development.  TE proposed that a letter in 
response should be sent and outlined the contents of this letter.  Cllrs agreed and MD is to send to Karen Dunn, 
TVBC Legal (cc Cllrs and DD).          Action: MD 

 
 
6. HCC and TVBC Councillor report: 

The member of public informed that HCC informed that informed that there would be no changes to the bus 
service in Chilbolton until Spring ’25, however services are already being changed and added that for those who 
need to use the buses this service is essential. 
DD answered that HCC have been subsidising bus services but it is the service provider that make any 
commercial decisions regarding what services to run.   
After a discussion, TE suggested that a survey should be carried out to find out what need there is for residents 
of Chilbolton and depending on the results may be able to find a way to provide a mini bus service.  DD 
suggested reading the HCC website re Starting a Community Bus.  
 
Prior to the meeting DD circulated the attached HCC report (71024_21) and HCC Community toolkit re Flooding 
(71024_21a) and reported verbally on TVBC matters as follows: - 
Test Valley residents over 66 urged to come forward for Winter Fuel Payment help if they need it – see TVBC 
website link here, 
Queen’s sculpture unveiled in Andover’s Riverside Park – info can be found here, 
Beware of Fake Parking Fine Text Messages – info can be found here. 
Council Tax support scheme closes soon, 
TVBC have sent the new Government its proposal for new bin collections and Mary Creagh, Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State responsible for environmental targets and Environmental Improvement Plan, is 
considering the proposal, 
TVBC have also sent letters to Angela Rayner, Deputy PM, regarding the housing targets and the need for 
transitional arrangements to be put in place. 
 

7. Policy Reviews:  The following policies were reviewed and Cllrs agreed that no changes were necessary: - 
i. Financial regulations 
ii. Financial risk assessment (signed by TE) 
iii. Grants policy 
iv. Expenses policy 
v. Part-funded grant policy 
vi. Emergency Plan 
vii. Common Gate Closure policy 

 
8. Resident request: Maintenance of Stonefield Park memorial:  The member of the public has requested that 

ongoing maintenance be carried out on the memorial to prevent it from falling into disrepair and preserve for 
the future.  TE agreed that the village needs to address this matter and will look into who is responsible for the 
memorial.                Action: TE 
 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/transportoperators/community-transport-kit/setting-up/community-bus
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/71024_21-HCC-Update-October-2024.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/71024_21a-hcc-community-toolkit-FloodingInfo.pdf
https://www.testvalley.gov.uk/news/2023/jan/test-valley-residents-over-66-urged-to-come-forward-for-winter-fuel-payment-help-if-they-need-it
https://www.testvalley.gov.uk/news/2024/sep/queen-s-sculpture-unveiled-in-andover-s-riverside-park
https://www.testvalley.gov.uk/news/2024/sep/beware-of-fake-parking-fine-text-messages
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Financial-Regulations-for-review-at-Oct-24.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Financial-Risk-Assessment-for-review-Oct-24.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Grant-requests-policy-for-review-Oct-24.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Expenses-policy-for-review-Oct-24.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Part-funded-purchases-on-behalf-of-the-VHMC-procedure-Sept-23.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2024-Community-Emergency-Plan-for-review-Oct-2024.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Closure-of-the-Common-gate-policy-TEDG-for-review-Oct-24.pdf
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9. Correspondence: 
3/9/24 - HALC info re Community Voices in Decarbonisation Planning Event - 17th September 2024, Southampton 
(71024_1) 
 
3/9/24 - Letter to BT re turning landlines into VOIP service sent via post (71024_2) 
 
8/9/24 - Wherwell Resident proposal for repair to Test Way-Purlygig Bridge (71024_4)  
 
11/9/24 - WRT re Problems with the restoration on Chilbolton Common (71024_5) 
 
17/9/24 - TVBC K Dunn email re Interpretation of Chilbolton Neighbourhood Plan Policy HD1 (71024_6) 
 
17/9/24 - HALC September '24 newsletter (71024_7) 
 
18/9/24 - SW response re West Down barrier (71024_8) – Payment yet to be received 
 
24/9/24 - HCC email to DD re Chilbolton Cow Common Purlygig bridge  (71024_9) 
 
3/10/24 - Test Valley Community Resilience Forum - 19th October 2024  (71024_18) 
 
3/10/24 - WMPF and football pitch grass cutting query and Grass and Grounds response (71024_19) 
 
3/10/24 – REPD re Wherwell Solar Farm Community Benefit Fund (71024_20) 
 
Letter of thanks from Lord-Lieutenant of Hampshire re Operation Market Garden 80th Anniversary commemoration 
event (71024_22) 
 
10. Questions from public: NONE 
 
11. Any Other Business (for information only):   

MD informed that no one had applied for the vacant Cllr position.  DG informed that Mrs E Noble was interested 
and DH informed that Mr and Mrs Collis could also be interested. 

 

TE thanked GC and the Village Hall Management Committee for putting on a great Operation Market Garden 
80th Anniversary commemoration event at the Village Hall at short notice. 

 

12. Items for next agenda:  
To discuss draft 25/26 budget, 
Co-option of new councillor, 
New comers ‘Welcome Party’. 

 

13. Date of next scheduled meeting: Monday 4 November ’24; 18:30, Chilbolton village hall. 
 

There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 20:45. 
 
 

http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/71024_1-HALC-info-re-Community-Voices-in-Decarbonisation-Planning-Event.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/71024_2-letter-to-BT-re-turning-landlines-into-VOIP-service-sent-via-post.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/71024_4-Wherwell-Resident-proposal-for-repair-to-Test-Way-Purlygig-Bridge.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/71024_5-WRT-re-Problems-with-the-restoration-on-Chilbolton-Common.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/71024_6-TVBC-K-Dunn-email-re-Interpretation-of-Chilbolton-Neighbourhood-Plan-Policy-HD1.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/71024_7-HALC-Newsletter-September-24.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/71024_8-SW-response-re-Wooden-barrier-on-West-Down.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/71024_9-HCC-email-to-DD-re-Cow-Common-Purlygig-bridge.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/71024_18a-Community-Resilience-in-HIOW.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/71024_19-Cutting-of-WMPF-and-football-pitch-query-and-GandG-response.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/71024_20-Wherwell-Solar-Farm-Community-Benefit-Fund.pdf
http://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/71024_22-Letter-of-thanks-from-Lord-Lieuternant.pdf

