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PRESENT: Cllr David Griffiths (Chairman) (DG), Moya Grove (MG), Trish Heaton (TH), Emma Noble (EN) 
  Members of Public: None 
 
1. Apologies: Nick Horne (NH), Julian Hudson (JH), Terry Gilmore (TG) 
 
2. Declaration of Interests: None 

 

3. Approval of Minutes – Thursday 8 August 2024: One amendment was made and then agreed and signed as an 
accurate record of the meeting.   

 

4. Matters Arising: 
 

5. Chairman’s Report: 
 

Further to the Chairman’s report, DG noted that the tree on the far side of the Common has finally been 
removed.  It is understood that Freelands undertook this work.  
 
DG has asked Andy Bond to restore Pond Green which was damaged by Southern Water’s tankers.  
 
DG has chased Rick Nightingale about doing the climbing survey of the ash tree on Chilbolton War Memorial 
Playing Field (CWMPF).  MG raised the fact that there is a buzzard’s nest in this tree.   
 
EN is going to get keys to the pavilion and CWMPF gate cut for those requiring them following the previous locks 
failing and having to be cut off.  
 
DG requested Grass and Grounds undertake a cut today, but so far it has not been done.  DG will chase.  
 
Regarding the boggy patch in the rhubarb / butterbur area on CWMPF, Andy Bond has provided details and 
measurements for a path which have been submitted to Corinne Davis-Cooke the Countryside Ranger at HCC for 
approval.    
 
Simon Martin will be paid £350 to use his machine to cut the side growth on the concrete road and the car park 
on West Down.  
 
HCC have yet to fix the overhead barrier on West Down.  DG will consider arranging a chain and padlock to sort 
the problem.   
 
DG is considering whether it is worth continuing with the working party due to a lack of volunteers.  
 
DG has given Rick Nightingale permission to chop down the trees on West Down that he has marked as being 
dangerous with a red cross.    
 

6. To take questions and/or discuss and decide on any proposals within the monthly update reports as follows: - 
 
A) Finance – Prior to the meeting the Clerk circulated the attached report (91224_1) 

i. Finance transactions since last COSC meeting:  
EN reported that she has sold the Coke fridge for £40 as it was not required by the football team and 
will look to sell the other fridge as well. 
 

ii. To update on meeting to discuss Rural Payment Agency stewardship agreements and future funding 
arrangements: 
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MG reported that a meeting took place earlier today with herself, EN, DG, Tony Ewer and Alison 
Graham-Smith (AG-S) of Natural England (NE) in attendance.  It was confirmed that Environmental 
Land Management is the name of the new government scheme.  Under this banner, there is the 
Sustainable Farming Incentive and Countryside Stewardship.  The latter is not yet up and running 
and this is the one that the Common and West Down will most likely fall under. It allows for 
educational access, but only for under 18s. Because the Common is a common and West Down is 
not, two arrangements will need to be put in place because each come under different headings.  
The Common will probably fit into the Species Rich Grassland (GS6) category which would entitle us 
to £646 per hectare per year.  As there is at least 17 hectares this would amount to more than 
£11,492.  The Commoners will need to agree to any plans put forward for the Common in order to 
qualify for funding.  AG-S has said she will send us paperwork and information.  MG will contact JH to 
see what actions he has taken so far as he was unable to make the meeting.    
 

B) Allotments – Prior to the meeting TG had nothing to report. 
Nothing to report. 
 

C) Common – Prior to the meeting MG circulated the attached report (91224_2) 
I. Update on Purlygig Bridge: 

 
MG reported that following this afternoon’s meeting with AG-S an application will need to be made 
to NE before any work is carried out.  MG has the permission form.  AG-S was certain the removal of 
the revetment boards did not cause the issue.  AG-S said that revetment boards must not be put 
back along the river bank.   

 
MG has contacted Wessex River Trust to ask what type of gravel they used and which contractor, as 
special gravel and equipment will be required due to the sensitive nature of the area (SSSI). 
 
AG-S reviewed the suggested plan by a Wherwell resident, but due to the use of boarding this was 
deemed to be not a suitable remedy.  She also confirmed that some of the materials suggested 
would not be permissible.   MG noted that if work was not carried out to the requirements laid down 
by NE, a Stop Notice to the Parish Council could be issued and if not complied with, CPC would be 
liable. 
 
Councillor David Drew has been contacted with a request that he take the matter up with HCC.  DG 
will contact him again to see if he will consider a councillor’s contribution to this work and whether it 
would be suitable for an application under the Community Asset Fund.   

 
II. Update on Sleeper Bridge repair: 

This work will be started shortly with a £1000 contribution from the Old Inn Cottage and Hutton’s 
will do the work.  
 

III. Rick Nightingale has cleared the ditch by Old Cottage.  MG asked if a request could be made next 
time to put the arisings to one side close to the ditch so that small creatures can crawl back in.   
 

D) Machinery Maintenance:  
Nothing to report. 

 
E) Parish Paths: 

See chairman’s report.  
 

F) Village Greens: 
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Stocks Green has now been partially cut.  Jenny Hamilton is overseeing this work in order to protect the 
orchids.   
 
DG will look at the state of the sign to do with the Queen’s Golden Canopy with a view to having it repaired / 
replaced. 
 

G) War Memorial Playing Fields –   
Update from NH via email: 
 
Football club - you are aware of their enthusiasm to adopt the CWMPF as their home and get their season 
underway.  The pavilion has been redecorated.  They have become involved in preparing the pitch where it 
appears G&G has not done a proper additional cut and collect.  The club has requested an additional cut and 
collect this week. I do not consider that G&G has done as well as they should have to get the pitch into 
playing order and there are examples where their work has not been good enough. 
 
The club has changed the gate and pavilion padlocks and we need to get copies of the new keys to existing 
holders.  Who should pay?   
 
Anti-bird spikes to be replaced on the swings.  For me to arrange. 

 
Pump track - nothing to report but we believe that we need more material to build it. 
 

I. Update on Wild Flower areas: 

It was agreed that before taking any further action we will wait to see if we have a response from the 

advert put in the Parish Magazine asking for a volunteer to oversee the wild flower areas.  

 

II. Update on play equipment repairs following annual inspection: 

NH reported via email that he has the replacement toddler swing seats and these will be replaced in due 

course.   

 

NH also reported he has been unable to find a retailer of direct metal backboards to replace those on 

the basketball court so will now make local enquiries with a contact who has helped in the past.   

 

III. Update on communications with Vita Play re play equipment timbers: 

NH reported via email that a letter has been sent regarding the climbing stack by CPC. A response, 
apparently from the new owner of the business states they have no documentation on our project and it 
has been agreed that the Parish Clerk will send them what paperwork we have.  It is planned that there 
will then be a meeting arranged.   
 

H) West Down: 
DG will in due course produce an updated management plan for West Down. 
 

I) Tree Warden report: 
Nothing to report at the moment.  As above, DG has given Rick Nightingale permission to deal with the trees 
on West Down with red dots due to being dangerous.  

 
7. To Discuss and decide on Lengthsman tasks for the following month (to include number of hours allocated per 

task): 
EN confirmed that footpath 16 has been cut back and the lower part of the Mark Way but further up is very 
overgrown and growth is almost touching in the middle in places.  EN suggested that the lengthsman be asked to 
start at the top and work down.   
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8. Correspondence: 
31/7/24 - Contact form for 101 online re parking at Joys Lane junction (2924_16) 12/8/24 response from TV Rural 
Neighbourhood Policing team re Parking Restriction Joys Lane junction (2924_16a).  CPC also informed that police 
cannot place police cones at junction.  12/8/24 JH and DD emails re parking restrictions (2924_16b). 30/8/24 HCC 
response re Parking Restrictions (2924_16e). 
[Extract from the CPC Sept ’24 draft minutes – MD contacted the police and asked for enforcement but was told that 
this is a HCC matter and that they would not put out police cones on the junction.  MD contacted HCC and via DD 
was told that because HCC have limited funding and there have been no reports of Personal Injury Accident (PIA) 
data on the Police database for this junction there was nothing they could do to.  However, they did mention that 
the police can, even without there being yellow lines; enforce the Highway Code (Waiting and parking - Parking (239 
to 247) - Highway Code for parking causing an obstruction) under their powers within 10m of a junction.  Therefore 
it was agreed that next year MD will contact the police prior to the gate closure and ask that they regularly visit the 
area to enforce the Highway Code at this junction.  DD suggested that CPC also investigate the possibility of having 
white lines (e.g. virtual footpath) installed]. 
 
25/7 and 30/7/24 - Chilbolton Residents emails re Parking on Village Street and Joys Lane junction (2924_17).   
 
05/8/24 - COSC response re WD teasel field query 1724_9 (2924_18).  8/8/24 further email and COSC response 
(2924_18a) 
 
2/8/24 - Wherwell resident email re Cow Common footbridge repair and MD response (2924_20). 5/8/24 Further 
email and response (2924_20a) – Wherwell resident liaising with JH re their proposal for repair to path. 
 
30/7/24 - Non-resident email re Common and River and TE response (2924_21) 
 
16/8/24 - Common access for disabled and response (2924_26 photo not Inc. in attached).  Permission was given to 
use email and photo as evidence and therefore sent to Beth Rutherford (HCC Countryside services). 
 
21/8/24 – Letter to Vita Play re Clamber Stack (2924_29).  21/8/24 Vita Play response, 4/9/24 further email from Vita 
Play (71024_3). 

 
9. Questions from Public: 
 
10. Any Other Business – For information only: 

 

 
11. Items for the next agenda: 
 
12. Date of the next meeting – Scheduled date is Thursday 10 October2024 at Poplar Dene, Village Street. 

 

There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 08:00 
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