
Chilbolton Vision  

 

This vision builds on the Chilbolton Village Design Statement Supplementary 
Planning Document adopted by TVBC in 2003 and the Chilbolton Neighbourhood 
Plan (CNP) 2019 – 2029, made on 6 May 2021. The document is intended to provide 
a vision of Chilbolton over the next 25-50 years, enabling continued enhancement of 
the parish.  The Vision takes account of residents’ wishes that development should 
be planned in line with parish needs. Moreover, it should take place in a controlled 
manner in the right place to preserve and enhance the village and natural 
environment, as described in the CNP. 

If the village infrastructure and facilities were enhanced in the manner described 
below, then in 25 years’ time, Chilbolton would have: 

 Housing stock with sufficient affordable and starter homes to sustain a 
population balanced across the age groups, while providing for critical but 
low-paid workers with local work or family connections. 

 Access to schooling for all age groups nearby with adequate publicly-funded 
transport for those parents unwilling or unable to drive their children to 
school. 

 Good facilities for children and young people, including play areas and 
activities/ clubs. 

 High quality cycle routes and footpaths to Andover, Stockbridge and local 
villages, as well as around Chilbolton, to encourage exercise and active 
travel. 

 Adequate public transport, perhaps including a community-run bus service.  

 Small, often artisan, businesses employing local people. 

 A shop, tearoom, pub and village hall, plus a sports field with gymnasium, 
pavilion and changing rooms, all with adequate car parking. 

 A medical facility with periodic visits by GPs, nurses and allied health 
professionals for those unable or unwilling to travel. 

 Nature friendly managed and unmanaged green spaces, including a village 
green. 

 Sustainable water supply and effluent disposal with grey water separated 
and re-used; minimal nitrogen and phosphate discharge to the River Test. 

 Non-fossil fuel home heating with adequate electrical supplies to heat homes 
and charge electric vehicles in addition to traditional loads, partly provided by 
roof-mounted solar panels and perhaps a community scheme.  

 Adequate landline communications with mobile telephone reception 
optimised within the known limits on locating masts near the Observatory.  
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Housing 

The population of the village is currently about 1000, predominantly over 55 years 
old with many over retirement age. For the community to sustain itself, it must attract 
more families with children to the village. In turn, that means that Chilbolton needs to 
provide an attractive, affordable option to those with both young children and 
teenagers. 

The current housing stock is too oriented to larger 4-bed (or more) houses and 
needs re-balancing in line with CNP policy HD11 which seeks a mix of 1, 2, and 3-
bed homes in any new development. These houses need to be affordable in the 
broadest sense to lower the financial cost-of-entry to the village for younger potential 
residents, particularly those with family connections.  

Within the next decade or so, enough family housing will likely become available as 
people move to generate the critical mass across the youngest age groups to sustain 
the necessary school and wider needs, e.g. youth activities.  However, the current 
financial bar is too high to allow these families to move here. More, smaller 
affordable homes in accordance with policy HD1 is therefore the starting point, 
together with the provision of smaller (‘downsize’) homes for those in larger 
properties wishing to stay in the village. Those homes with smaller gardens should 
enable independent living better than the houses which individuals currently occupy. 

The Parish Council conducted surveys in 2017 of village housing need and the 
priorities and aspirations of residents as part of the evidence for the CNP. The 
exercise was repeated in 2024 to define the current housing project; it confirmed the 
need for at least 10 affordable and 10 downsize houses by 2030, together with some 
interest in self-build homes on the same site. Development beyond that should be 
driven by village needs. 

Education  

Schooling is critical for any community, together with the public transport to get there 
where the school is not within walking or perhaps cycling distance for that age group. 
The alternative is that residents need private cars which would restrict the number of 
families who could afford to consider moving here. 

Currently, there is an infant and junior school in Wherwell, but it is sustained by 
children from Andover and further afield. As pupil rolls fall over the next 5 years or 
so, there is a real risk that the school will close.  The location is not easily accessed 
from Chilbolton by parents with young children, and therefore the existing bus 
service is essential. The closest secondary schools are in Stockbridge and Andover, 
both of which also require a bus service as cycling is not a safe option for most 
children. 

Outside school time, there is a need for a range of activities for children of all ages, 
perhaps ranging from playgroup(s) for pre-school kids to a youth club for teenagers; 
both require a critical mass of children of a similar age to make them viable, together 
with premises and volunteers or paid employees to staff them. Play areas, BMX 

                                            
1
 HD1 states: 

1) The number of homes built within Chilbolton over the 10 year plan period, should be about 20 
homes, in line with the Housing Need Survey findings;  

2) The mix of any individual development should only be 1 and, 2 and, 3-bedroom homes 
including apartments, semi-detached, terraced or bungalows. 
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cycle tracks/circuits and sports facilities, including village (or perhaps multi-village) 
sports teams might all be options. More cycling routes, exploiting the National 
Cycling Route 246 along the Test Way, would offer safe off-road access to other 
villages for all ages. 

Employment 

Employment for working age adults is a critical driver of any family decision on home 
location. The principal local employers include: West Leckford Farm Estate (beef 
rearing cattle, field crops and vineyards); Tunnel Tech (industrial mycelium 
processing plant for export to mushrooms growers); Chilbolton Down Farm (including 
Antiques and Interiors showroom and shop); HBS (gas and oil supplier); Hunt Forest 
Group (vehicle and machinery sales, service and maintenance of large agricultural 
equipment); Stonefield Park (including upholstery, interior design, car mechanics, 
chimney sweeping, linings and fireplaces) and Auto Barn (classic car centre).  

Within the village, there is a shop and tearoom (including Post Office and banking 
facilities), Abbot’s Mitre (restaurant and bar) and several artisan businesses and 
small consultancies, legal services, window cleaning, carpentry and building, 
landscape and gardening type enterprises.  

All the above are small scale, many involving only one or two people. There are 
significantly greater opportunities in Andover and beyond across a wide range of 
employment types.  

Transport 

Public transport links to and from the village are poor and unlikely to attract public 
investment in better services. There has been a huge increase recently in on-line 
delivery of goods from the major supermarkets and on-line suppliers. Car ownership 
and usage is higher than in the rest of Hampshire and beyond. Despite a significant 
increase in home working, many still work outside the parish with journeys primarily 
to Andover, Stockbridge or Winchester. Links to major roads north/south (A34) and 
east/west (A303) are good, and there are adequate railway links to London and the 
south or south-west from Winchester or Andover respectively. There are few cycle 
routes with cyclists generally having to use fairly narrow twisting roads. Plenty of 
public footpaths and bridleways exist across the Parish in most directions, including 
the Test Way from Wherwell to Stockbridge, part of National Cycling Route 246.  

Draft Hampshire Local Transport Plan 4 (HCC, LTP4) proposes a shift from planning 
for vehicles towards planning for people and places, decarbonising the transport 
system, reducing reliance on private car travel and promoting active lifestyles whilst 
supporting sustainable economic development and regeneration. However, 
realistically villages are likely to be the last to adopt any change to some form of on-
call, perhaps autonomous, electric vehicles.  The majority are likely to own their own 
vehicles, even those who only require occasional transport.  

With a gradually increasing population, better road access to the village will be 
required at some stage. There are no realistic options to the north or west, but easier 
access to Martin’s Lane could be achieved for traffic heading for Winchester or 
Basingstoke, perhaps via upper Drove Road to one of Thirt Way, Birch Grove or 
‘Hunts road’, or directly from the new housing site. Selection would be based on 
technical and funding assessments when the need for better access arose.    

Amenities  
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The Village Hall, a not-for-profit charity, has excellent facilities capable of supporting 
study or play groups, youth clubs and indoor sports; it has a large kitchen able to 
support winter soup lunches and drinks/snacks for larger events, as well as the well-
being of the community more broadly. Little change is required for the foreseeable 
future. 

Having a village shop is a substantial benefit, not least to the value of houses in the 
village. However, in the long term a commercially viable village shop may well need 
to draw on a larger local population than Chilbolton and Wherwell can currently offer. 
It may also be necessary for purpose-built community-owned premises to be made 
available to the operator of the shop on terms that reflect the considerable 
community benefit which the shop provides. The tearoom probably offers some long-
term mitigation but will rely on passing trade and hence should be on the road used 
by those walking or cycling through the village. The same might be true of the 
Abbot’s Mitre.  

Until Chilbolton can meet the children and family travel requirements on its own, 
collaboration with adjacent villages may be the only viable alternative. Public 
transport, most obviously a bus service, will continue to be essential. For small 
numbers, a locally provided minibus service, manned by volunteers, might be an 
option.  

The existing sports field down Joys Lane is inadequate from a number of aspects. 
Village residents have expressed their aspiration to have a new sports field, and one 
is included in the draft plan for the development site.  

When the new playing field is completed, the War Memorial Playing Field could be 
developed as the Memorial Park using a mix of community infrastructure levy, similar 
public funding and grants. Hopefully, the war memorial itself will be re-built as a free-
standing structure and include names of the fallen in World War I, World War II and 
subsequent conflicts. 

Improving the footpaths will offer more opportunities for the many walkers in the 
village. Similarly. cleaning up the Test Way (and other off-road cycle paths) to make 
them useable in all weathers would be a cheap means of providing better access to 
other villages for cyclists of all ages, thus encouraging active travel.  

For those unable or unwilling to travel, periodic visits by GPs, nurses and allied 
health professionals (physios, pharmacists, etc) from Stockbridge and/or Sutton 
Scotney GP practices might be feasible; an alternative may be public transport to 
those locations. 

A new amenity area might include any of a village shop, medical centre, gymnasium, 
pavilion, changing rooms, parish/CLT office, and extensions to the village hall, 
together with adequate parking. Which amenities and when they should be provided 
would depend on village preferences, expressed though periodic surveys.    

Wildlife and biodiversity 

The UK has been named as one of the most nature-depleted countries in the world. 
For example, the number of hedgehogs has declined by 30-75% in rural areas since 
2000 while 31% of amphibians and reptiles, 26% of terrestrial mammals, and 43% of 
birds assessed are threatened with extinction. Pollinators have decreased by 18% 
on average, and species providing pest control (e.g. 2-spot ladybird) by 34% since 
1970. 



 5 

Developments for humans need to adopt ‘nature friendly’ approaches to preserve 
and improve a wide range of species populations, including those already protected 
in the village such as bats. The village should provide both managed and 
unmanaged green space within any new development. A village green should be 
planned, potentially with a pond to improve biodiversity; planting needs to be in line 
with CNP policy EN2. Allotments or a village garden may be possible in the longer 
term. If sought by the community, these should be delivered as part of the 
development of the proposed site.  

Water and sewage 

Within the Test Valley, water supply and disposal are limited by topography and the 
use of the river basin for abstraction and the river itself for storm water and treated 
sewage effluent disposal. In summer, river levels often get perilously low, and any 
further development anywhere along the Test Valley may push the system over the 
edge. During periods of drought, Southern Water estimate they are some 180 million 
litres/day in deficit in West Hampshire. There are no published plans to provide 
alternative long term water supplies to this area. Reducing daily abstraction per 
household will therefore be key. In winter, water levels in the system rise dramatically 
in periods of wet weather, and tankering must be used to remove excess sewage, 
mainly caused by groundwater ingress into the system. The Chilbolton Water 
Treatment Works (WTW) also handles Wherwell effluent. Within the village, local 
repairs should offer limited mitigation. However, an innovative solution at affordable 
cost is required since major investment looks unlikely; the village is some way down 
the priority list, even in northern Test Valley. Schemes such as introducing beavers to 
the upper Test to reduce water flow may be options, as they are herbivores who eat 
trees and plants (and not fish!)  

For sewage, the sheer volume of effluent is a concern. There would be significant 
benefit in separating grey water from sewage in both new and existing housing. It 
would reduce the disposal load and ideally allow the grey water, along with 
groundwater, to be stored for re-use during droughts. Underneath the proposed car 
park might be an option for at least the new houses, as used in many city and town 
centres to cope with excessive rain.  

During summer, high nitrogen and phosphate levels cause excessive algae blooming 
in the Solent. Nutrient neutrality will likely become increasingly important as a 
constraint on house building unless the Government relaxes the current rules. 
Storing ‘black’ sewage from the new houses for regular tankering to a remote WTW 
may also be an option if the Chilbolton plant is likely to be overwhelmed by the 
existing or any additional load. Re-routing Wherwell sewage to offload the WTW 
might be an option. 

Water supply and disposal is likely to be the greatest restraint on increasing the 
housing stock, or more accurately the population, of Chilbolton in future.  

Heat and power 

Most of the existing housing stock has oil heating with a substantial number having 
wood burners or open fires. Some radiator systems do not lend themselves to the 
use of heat pumps, at least until after the house is well insulated.  

For new, well-insulated houses, community/district heating, for instance a ground 
source heat pump matrix under the sports field, may be an alternative to individual 
provision for some of the houses.  
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For electrical power, SSEN, the distribution network operator (DNO), has no 
published projects for this area where they acknowledge the network is old and 
unreliable. Once again, an innovative solution at affordable cost is required since 
major investment looks unlikely.  Any new system will need to support increasing 
numbers of heat pumps and electric vehicle (EV) charging in addition to traditional 
loads. Hopefully this will prompt a second grid connection from the north to 
supplement the existing feed from Stockbridge; it might be an unexpected benefit 
should the Wherwell solar farm project go ahead, offering a simpler connection to the 
Andover network. 

Green power schemes such as the Government’s new GB Energy Local Power Plan, 
or joining with the Observatory’s potential solar array, may offer co-funded options. 
Residents have expressed a strong preference for solar PV rather than wind or 
biomass as a source of green energy. 

Fixed and mobile communications 

Landline telecommunications have improved in recent years, but often struggle with 
the increase in home working; moreover, the village exchange lies within the flood 
plain.  

The removal of the legacy copper-based Public Switched Telephone Network 
(PSTN), along with the Integrated Services Digital Network (ISDN), over the next few 
years may pose issues for those having no internet access and poor mobile 
reception. This is a national issue but may require community action if there are 
residents likely to be affected. 

Mobile communications will continue to be extremely patchy since no masts are 
permitted on the high ground near the Observatory. As described above, this may be 
a safety issue once landlines move to digital technology in the next few years.  
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