To: Ecology Date: 11th February 2025
From: Northern Team Tel: 01264 368162

PRE APPLICATION CONSULTATION
Please complete and return to the case officer by 4 March 2025

If no response is received by this date it will be taken that you have no comments to make.

Case Officer: Miss Emma Jones

Application No: 25/00258/PREAPN

Proposal: Pre-application advice request for the construction of 25 dwellings

Location: Land Northeast Of Drove Road, Drove Road, Chilbolton,
CHILBOLTON

TPO: Yes/No

Conservation Area: Yes/No Listed Building Yes/No

Development Type: PreApp 21+ Dwellings Major

Case Officer Comments:

Response on pre-application as submitted

No Objection [ | Comment Objection [ ]

Any specific details you would like submitted with the planning application:

It is recommended that any future application is accompanied by a Preliminary
Ecological Appraisal and species surveys (as necessary). The applicant should also
provide supporting Biodiversity Net Gain information (statutory metric and
explanatory report).

The pre-application is not accompanied by any supporting information concerning
ecology.

It is noted that the site is:

1. Within 300m of the Chilbolton Common Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
and River Test SSSI. As part of a larger phased development within the risk zones
for these statutory sites, it is likely that Natural England should be consulted.

2. It is noted that there is priority/ principal habitat of conservation importance
hedgerows within the site Red and Blue Line Boundaries. These are Section 41
habitats under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006) as
amended. As such the applicant will need to demonstrate how the mitigation
hierarchy policies of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) applies to the
proposal and ensure that the proposal is in accordance with Policies E2 and E5 of
the TVBC amended Local Plan (2016). It is also likely that a Hedgerow Assessment
under the Hedgerow Regulations 1997 will be required.

3. It should be noted that the hedgerows form a network of habitat connectivity to
other priority habitats, including deciduous woodland, so there is potential for
legally protected species to be present on the site.



4. Part of the site is within a NatureSpace Amber Risk Zone for great crested newts
(GCN), with the rest of the site within a Green Risk Zone.

5. The area is noted for a farmland assemblage of wild birds, which include hedge
and ground nesting species.

6. There are records for 16 species of mammals within 1km of the site, including bats
and hedgehogs. There are also aquatic species associated with the SSSIs. There
are also records of reptiles (slow worm, grass snake and common lizard) within
1km.

7. The site may also have botanical value.

Based upon the review (Points 1-7), it is recommended that a future application should be
supported by a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) based upon a phase 1 habitat
survey and including species surveys as required.

Other comments:

Given the scale of development, Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) regulations and legislation
will apply to the site. At application stage, proposals should be supported by a Statutory
Metric and Biodiversity Gain Report. As a compensatory approach, the applicant will need
to demonstrate that BNG is a last resort after considering avoidance and mitigation as part
of the PEA. As such, the PEA and BNG reports should not be combined.

Consultee Name:
Richard Hill
Senior Ecologist
TVBC

Date of reply:
04/03/2025
Additional comments PTO



