CHILBOLTON PARISH COUNCIL’S OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE (COSC)
Minutes of the meeting held at 18:30 on Thursday 18 September 2025 at Chilbolton Village Hall

PRESENT: Clirs David Griffiths (Chairman) (DG), Clir Debbie Collis (DC),

=

Non-councillor members: Kerrie Ritson (KR), Emma Noble (EN), and Trish Heaton (TH)

Apologies: Moya Grove (MG)
Declaration of Interests: None

Approval of Minutes — The minutes should have made reference to “Old Cottage” having installed
electric fence, there was mention of a steam instead of stream and in section 8D, the agreed wording
for the gate shut policy says ‘additionally and’ which was changed to just ‘and’.

Matters Arising: These will be dealt with below.

Chairman’s Report:

The Chairman’s Report was noted.

DG added that he spoke to a contractor Andy Bond (AB) about putting bollards by the telephone
exchange where there had been problematic parking over the summer, but AB felt it was not a good
idea as there may be cables underneath. AB suggested heavy blocks. EN suggested a log or the big
metal pipe which is on the Common at the moment.

DG asked the grazier if he was happy to graze the cattle on West Down with the fence in the current
condition but has not heard back, so presumably not.

To take questions and/or discuss and decide on any proposals within the monthly update reports as
follows:
A) Finance — No finance report was provided.
COSC note that any purchases required by COSC must in future be made directly by the Parish
Council (Clerk) and individuals can no longer purchase items and claim back the cost.

B) Allotments
KR reported that the clerk has written a firm letter to the overgrown allotment holders and so far
no work has been done on those plots.

KR asked if plots are ever available to non-villagers. COSC agreed that a note should be put in the
Parish Magazine to see if there is any local interest and if not they can go to non-Chilbolton
residents. Action: KR to draft, DG to send to Parish Magazine.

KR asked whether the plots would be cleared in readiness for the new allotment holders if the old
owners give them up. Action: DG to contact lan Daubney to request he clears them as necessary.

C) Common
MG advised prior to the meeting that there was nothing to report.

DG reported that the closing of the gate seems to have worked well and discouraged those who
cause bad behaviour. The policy appears to be a good one.

DC recommended an addition to our minutes for next March to review school holiday dates and the

wording be amended to cover ‘very high ’fire risk days, rather than just ‘exceptional’. This should be
discussed and amended next spring.

DC also noted the policy on the Website is the old one. Action: Clerk to update

DG noted that the new culvert held up well during the recent period of wet weather and the path
remained intact.
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D)

E)

F)

G)
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DG reported that a Common resident has raised that the track holes haven’t been filled in
sufficiently. This is likely because AB ran out of hoggin. DG has ordered another bag and the
resident has filled the offending holes.

Prior to the meeting DG circulated an email from a Common resident who asked about having a
tree planted to block Lynton Meadow. COSC discussed and confirmed they were happy if Natural
England agreed. COSC considered a willow might be most suitable. The resident agreed to pay any
cost involved.

DC noted that the evaluation / evidence forms for educational visits need submitting in December
for payment. Action: Clerk.

DG agreed to join Cllr David Hall and MG to discuss the RPA payouts. A meeting will be arranged in
due course.

Machinery Maintenance

Thanks to Ed Treadwell for his ongoing effort trying to fix the trailer. EN noted that Ed had had
bought the wood for the exterior but is having difficulties welding the hitch because the metal is so
corroded.

Parish Paths
EN reported having been along the Mark Way a few weeks ago and it was in a reasonable condition.

EN noted that someone had put in an application to reinstate the ancient path that used to carry on
straight when you get to the top of the bottle bank path.

DG raised that next year Frog Lane path ought to be considered for improvement because in bad
weather it is almost impassable. DG will speak to the residents of Test Haven to ask for the path
leading to the common along the back of their property to be cleared.

TH reported that there is gate to the Common from the Frog Lane Path which requires a repair.
Action: DG to ask Ed Treadwell.

DG noted that the Whitelands Path repairs are working very well.

Village Greens
EN painted one of the benches. Thanks to Deliah Brown for painting another one.

DG noted the benches on Coronation Green and at the bottom of the Concrete Road on West Down
will need sanding down and painting / varnishing next year. As they are wood so it will need to be
done in dry weather.

DG also noted that Stocks Green has now been mowed.

War Memorial Playing Fields — (Playing Field Report)
DG related that the table tennis bats and balls remain available and the table tennis table appears
well used and also that the basketball back boards are now up.

DG noted the pump track has now been constructed and, despite awaiting sign-off, is clearly being
used. EN reported that the ROSPA inspector is coming tomorrow.

EN confirmed that some post and wire fencing had been taken out of the container to go around
the pump track which by rights belonged to the Common. So if it was ever required in the future, it
should probably be replaced out of CWMPF funds.

EN suggested ongoing maintenance of the pump track should include:
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i A request that any diggers hired for parish purposes in future also be used to re-pile
/ re-shape the obstacles rather than hiring a digger just for that purpose.
ii. Some additional checks for the weekly playground inspectors. Action: EN.
iiii. A request that the grass cutters now include the pump track. Action: EN to obtain a
quote.
EN has drafted some pump track rules. DC suggested some roundels be added. EN to check with the
inspector tomorrow as to whether he has any additions and where the most suitable place to put
the sign would be.

EN reported that there appeared to be some Japanese Knotweed growing out of the pavilion. EN
will discuss with MG when she returns and treat it.

A playground inspector noted that the swing seats were starting to perish. EN obtained a quote for
replacements at £71 per swing + delivery. COSC agreed to recommend to CPC that the seat be
replaced.

Infinity Playgrounds attended to replace the rotten timber on the clamber stack but were unable to
complete the work as they did not have the correct shackles to re-attach the rope net. EN to make
enquiries with AB to see if he can carry out this work.

COSC discussed the 4 quotes received for a replacement basket swing and agreed that, given the
price, Vitaplay would be the best option as they are offering a 15% discount. EN to look into
funding.

DG noted that an email had been received recently relating to grants for football pitch
regenerations. Action: EN to investigate.

H) West Down (see Chairman’s report)
DG reported that Rick Nightingale has cleared the paths and this is greatly appreciated by members
of the public.

DG has requested that Simon Martin to do cutting along the concrete road, but sadly his equipment
has been stolen.

Andy Smith has been asked whether he would consider repairing the fencing on West Down. He
suggested not using the wire stock fencing and removing the fencing which is there. DG will ask
James Painter if this would be suitable for cattle and will brace the council for the large cost next
year.

DG is looking into the signage along the paths outside the enclosure. Action: DG

EN reported that the member of the public interested in WWII signage has not been contacted yet,
but there is a plan to do so. Also that that the new West Down Footpath signs have not been
installed yet, but it will be done as soon as there is time / suitable ground conditions. Action: EN

) Tree Warden report - No report this month
i DG noted that there is a willow tree close to the Purleygig Bridge which appears
dangerously overhanging the river where children play. On the other side of the
bridge there is a dead/dying tree that mat need felling. DG has contacted Rick
Nightingale to look at them and report.
ii. Rick Nightingale has also removed the tree that fell down across the concrete path
up West Down.

7. Correspondence:
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10.

11.
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None

Questions from Public:
None

Any Other Business — For information only:

DC suggested COSC becomes a working group rather than a committee. DG noted that it would result
in the loss of the ability to approve costs below £500 without prior approval from CPC. DC suggested a
hybrid working group / committee but the viability of this option is unclear. COSC agreed to consider at
a future date.

It was decided that the next meeting will be on 23™ Oct but no meeting will be held in Nov due to a
conflict with the Parish Councillor election if one is needed.

Items for the next agenda:
None

Date of the next meeting — Scheduled date is Thursday 23rd October 2025
There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 8:00
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Annexed reports

Chairman’s Report
REPORT BY CHAIRMAN OF COSC DATED 1ST SEPTEMBER 2025 (UP-DATED ON 17TH SEPTEMBER
2025)

1. There was no meeting of COSC in August. The last minutes are those of our meeting on 10th July 2025.

2. Emma Noble has taken over responsibility for the WMPF. Matters she has dealt with include: putting safety tape
around the basket swing as the timber support had broken making it unusable. She is finding out how best to repair it.
She will no doubt up-date COSC at our next meeting.

You will recall that the plastic back boards and the hoops at the basketball court were vandalised some time ago. We
arranged for Hurstbourne Forge to manufacture metal back plates to replace the damaged plastic ones. One metal back
plate has been erected with a hoop. | have seen it being used. The other back plate | believe is ready to be fixed so the
court should be fully operational soon.

In order to encourage use of the table tennis table bats and balls have been provided. Yesterday | noticed 2 bats and
one ball were still there. Wear at the ends suggests the table is being well used.

One major development is the construction of a cycle track with bumps between the trees on the north side of the
field. It looks really good. | have photos if anyone would like to see them. Emma is to be congratulated of bringing
this project to fruition. Thanks are due to the Painters for providing men, earth moving equipment and expertise. The
area has been taped off until ROSPA have inspected it. However, | noticed the tape had been taken down. | suspect the
lads can’t wait to use it! We will discuss safety at our next meeting. While we can take reasonable steps to make it as
safe as we can, there is no doubt that an element of risk of injury will remain. I checked again on Monday and the tape
has been taken down again. It has also broken.

The Clatford Arms FC will use out the football pitch for their home games. The playing surface looks just about ok
despite of the lack of rain. Their first match took place on Sunday 30th August. The same club used it last season and
proved a decent lot. There were some minor problems such as disposal of their rubbish. Some of their property was
stolen (mainly soft drinks). I can only assume that the pavilion was not locked properly. Perhaps someone knew the
code?

The surface of the playing field has some fairly large bare patches. In my view these will need repair, probably next
spring. We recently had an email saying that the Football Foundation is looking to improve the nation s football
pitches. We should consider taking advantage of this. | have forwarded the email to Emma.

The Test Way as it enters the WMPF becomes very muddy and difficult in winter. This area has been repaired. The
deal was HCC paid the labour and we paid for the materials: cost £152. We have also repaired part of the Whitelands
Path leading to the WMPF which becomes very muddy in winter. This repair is holding up well in spite of the recent
rain. | checked it on Monday.

3. THE COMMON

As agreed by CPC/COSC the barrier was kept closed throughout the school summer holidays. Problems included
persons ignoring the signs that the parking area was closed and causing a nuisance to residents of Joys Lane; also cars
were parked in Joys Lane alongside the telephone exchange thereby blocking the road; on a couple of occasions
drivers somehow managed to get in to the parking area but could not get out and had to be released by residents;
numerous parked cars along the village street. On the whole closure was a success and eased the pressure of numbers
on the Common; behaviour of the public seemed pretty good. Closure seems to discourage undesirables. it certainly
put a stop to car loads of youngsters arriving late in the evening. The barrier was opened on Sunday 1st September in
accordance with our agreed policy.
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As far as | know the cattle caused very few problems. Jasper Galloway has erected an electric fence around The Old
Cottage to stop the cows licking the walls. | believe this has proved successful. We provided 2 salt licks which |
believe helped.

Those who walked across the Common last winter will recall the path leading to the Purleygig Bridge was very
muddy with a deep a puddle. We paid Andy Bond and Rick Nightingale to repair this section of track. | am hopeful
that this will prove as successful as the repairs to the track by the bridge. My attempt to get HCC to help pay the cost
as it’s Test Way failed. | checked this on Monday and it is holding up well.

The gravel tracks leading to the various dwellings on the Common have been repaired and | understand that the
residents have all paid a contribution to the cost. | had a complaint from Felix Rabenek of The Old Inn Cottage. He
was not happy with the repairs to the track leading to his cottage. He felt that insufficient hoggin had been used so
that the holes had not been adequately filled in. | took a look and I think his complaint was justified. He said if |
ordered more hoggin he and his son would spread it. With CPC agreement | obtained another bulk bag which has
been spread. Checking it on Monday | wish | had ordered two bags as some holes are still obvious.

I have circulated part of an email from Felix requesting that we plant a tree to block a gap which exposes Lynton
Meadow to his gaze. He is prepared to pay the cost. I said | would consult COSC. | also warned him that it would
need the agreement of NE.

4. PARISH PATHS

In addition to the path repairs mentioned above, we have paid for Rick Nightingale to clear the Brockley Warren Path
which was very overgrown; and also to cut the Mark Way and various other paths. This is supplemented by lan
Daubney. | am aware that part of the Frog Lane Path as it passes the back of Test Haven needs a trim. | will be
arranging for this to be done. Walking along this path on Monday the surface in places was already becoming very
muddy. Last winter it was impassable. | would like to repair this path next spring. In the meantime | will get quotes. |
welcome any reports from the public about any problems with the footpaths/bridleways. Emma, have you been along
the Mark Way recently?

5. VILLAGE GREENS

These include some metal benches most of which need a lick of paint. I am very grateful to Emma Noble and Delia
Brown for painting a bench each. They certainly look smart. If anyone would like to volunteer to paint a bench CPC
will provide the materials. | noticed that the bench on the Grindstone Green needs painting. Any volunteers? If not, |
will do it. The benches at Coronation Tree Green and at the entrance to the concrete road leading to West Down have
wooden slats. They could do with a rub down and re-staining. It s too wet at the moment.

6. WEST DOWN

Rick Nightingale has done a good job clearing the paths. West Down is proving very popular with the public. | saw it
recommended on a website recently. The big disappointment is no cattle have grazed it this summer. Some of the
fencing needs repair before it can be rated as stock proof. This will prove expensive. | shall be obtaining quotes and, if
CPC agree, | propose to carry out this work next winter. It may be that with the drought there would not have been
much for cattle to eat. The verges need tidying up. Last year Simon Martin did this very successfully last year. | am in
touch with him. Simon regrets he cannot do this for us as his machine (value £80,000) has been stolen and is probably
in Albania! Andy Smith has suggested we could save money by re-fencing using two or three strands of barbed wire
instead of full stock proof fencing. If we only graze cattle this may be sufficient. | intend to ask Edward Painter for his
opinion.

Something I should get on with is organising the way marking of the permissive bridleways on West Down. | am
afraid | have rather slow about this.

7. TREE WARDEN

I am very grateful to Rick Nightingale for all he does as our tree warden. There are a large number of trees in the
parish for which we are responsible. Rick continues to provide COSC with monthly reports. On Saturday 6th
September Sheila Evans texted me about a tree down blocking the concrete road to West Down. | contacted Rick who
has removed it.
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On Monday I noted two trees on either side of the Purleygig Bridge that looked dodgy. He is going to look at them
and report.

David Griffiths 17/09/2025

Playing Field Report

Sorry for the long report. It would be quicker to start with the items on the Playing Field that aren’t broken
at the moment!

Firstly, thanks to Steve Picco who spotted that the lights had come loose in the container and glued them
back up at short notice.

Thanks too, to Rick Nightingale who has chopped down the offending dead branch above the container.
The rest of the ash tree looks basically ok, although there are early signs of die-back.

And finally, thanks to Ed Treadwell for welding the moveable goal posts and working on repairing the
trailer.

| have tidied up the side of the container and removed all the old wood / table. One of the pump track
volunteers made use of the old wood for firewood. The youths had already taken pallets for use as a den
before | had a chance to remove them!

The football team have played a few friendly matches prior to the start of the new season. Due to the dry
weather, we had a few weeks where cuts were not required.

The football team reported either vandalism or a break in at the pavilion. The metal sheets had been
ripped up, snapping all the rivets so that access could be gained through a narrow gap. There doesn’t
appear to have been any thefts. My husband and | rivetted it back down.

[, S
i P )

s

| found a pIant'growing out of the door of the pavilion and I’'m concerned it’s Japanese knotweed. | haven’t
pulled it up yet, | will of course, but wondered if anyone else might want to take a look at it first:
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Of the playing field items in need of attention:

Table Tennis Table

Good news! We have only lost one bat and a couple of balls since | started leaving out bats and balls for
use in June. There are often people playing on the table now. | noticed that actually there were some
additional bats and balls left on one check.

Zip wire
Also good news! Infinity playgrounds have come and re-tensioned the wire, so that should be fine on the
next inspection.

Adventure Tower
| have bought and replaced the red plastic caps which kept being broken off the posts at the bottom of the
stairs. The new ones were fairly tight fitting and rubbery so hopefully won’t get picked apart.

Basketball hoops

The new backboards are up, along with hoops and net. They are no longer height adjustable (due to that
part being broken) and we have put them up at the regulation height (which is quite high!) to try to deter
people from burning the nets and swinging on the hoops.

| mentioned that | would need a new bracket made by Hurstbourne Forge, but it turned out that this was
not required in the end saving c.£150.

| did have concerns about the weight of the new backboards, but these have been alleviated slightly,
because the structure is designed to take the weight of a person swinging on the hoops. | found this out on
reading the instructions, the old hoops used to bend and snap back into position when someone swung off
them. Still, | do consider an inspection would just cover us, as the boards are significantly heavier in steel
and this inspection is booked in.

On the last inspection it was recommended the rusty patches were sanded down and painted with
Hammerite which I’'ve done in time for this upcoming inspection.

Teen table

There is a growing chunk missing on the teen table as users continue to pick bits off it. | have asked Nick
Horne again about the marine plywood board he has, and he is on the case with it. Once | have this, |
should be able to replace the table top at no extra cost (or minimal cost if new bolts are required)
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Main swing set

One of the weekly playground inspectors noted that the seats on the main swing set are perishing a bit. |
got a quote from the manufacturer of £71 per seat + £15 delivery (I will need to clarify if delivery will be
£30 for two seats). They’re not terrible, but they are cracking at the sides. You might recall we got the
cradle swings changed a couple of years ago for the same reason and Nick and | did the switch. I’'m hopeful
| will be able to carry out the work myself.

Clamber Stack

Infinity Playgrounds came out to install the new bit of timber which we had been provided by VitaPlay for
free under the guarantee. The timber is not structural, it just holds a net in place and they discovered the
shackles for the net had corroded and they needed special shackles to finish the job, which they didn’t
have. So, | now have the net and the replacement wood in the container. They have provided a quote for
coming back out to replace the shackles, which does seem quite high to me:

Installation of New Fixings for NET

e Installation of client supplied timber to
clamber stack

* Installation of d-shackles to the existing rope
ends

o Installation of new eyebolts

Please note:
e The initia! £125.00 to install the log will not
be invoiced and is included within the price
below

Subtotal for the above works: £595.00
VAT: £119.00
Total: £714.00

| wonder if Andy Bond might quote for it, | don’t think it’s a complicated job. Shall | ask him? Infinity
Playgrounds did express an opinion that the clamber stack didn’t have too much life left in it.

Loggy table and chairs

These were installed in 2012 | think, and reaching the end of their lives. I’'m not sure there’s any reason to
decommission them particularly. However the table did have a large chunk break off so | asked my
husband to chainsaw it in half. It’s now half the size it was and I've removed the left over wood.

Cantilever Swing
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I’'ve had some back and forth with Vitaplay as | found some paperwork suggesting a 15 year guarantee on
this item. Unfortunately it was just one stray piece of paper and Gill was unable to open the original emails
from Vitaplay in 2013 as they were corrupted. Vitaplay claim that there was only a 10 year guarantee at
the time of our purchase.

They did offer a 15% discount on a replacement though. I’'ve obtained 3 other quotes, and their quote does
appear to be the cheapest (see Appendix 3). They will reuse our existing basket.

I've asked for quotes for A frame style of basket swings now, rather than the cantilever style, knowing the
dangerous way in which these can break.

As Vitaplay are not honouring the guarantee, | got my husband to chop up the remains of the cantilever
swing and removed the bits. He also removed the basket from the wood and this is in the container.

| have made enquiries with TVBC about making a claim under S106. We have £121.43 available for
‘informal recreation’ and £3690.42 available for ‘formal recreation’. Informal relates to things like table
tennis tables and ‘teen huts’ and informal recreation relates to things like football pitches. TVBC confirmed
neither was suitable for a swing set. | asked about CIL payments and these can be used for anything, so
could be an option, so | will look to see if we have any available.

Now our play equipment is all coming to the end of its life, metal seems more appealing! Several items
I've seen come with 30 year guarantees.

Pump track

The public pump track day took place on Saturday 23" August and James Painter and his team did the
heavy lifting with a dumper and digger the day before. Both events were quite well attended.

| was conscious that the barbed wire surround would not be acceptable to inspectors and | asked James
Painter whether | could replace it with plain wire but he said that the cows would push against it. He
suggested | use the post and wire roll fencing which | had in the container. This was previously on the
Common.

I’'ve sent thanks via email to those involved and Debbie has also put a thank you on Facebook.

We have a functional pump track now, which is clearly being very well used by villagers. Unfortunately it
shouldn’t be as it’s supposed to be fenced off awaiting inspection. I've put signs around it and tape but it’s
been moved / pulled down every time I've attended. I've now put electric fence tape around (not on!)
which is not bright, but at least won’t get ripped. Almost every time | have been there, there have been
youngsters using it.

The inspection is booked in for 10am on Friday 19" September We did get advice from Andover BMX /
TVBC about the site prior to construction, but | do have some concerns about what the inspector may say /

stipulate.

A question was asked Facebook regarding ongoing maintenance and | have given this some thought:
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e It's likely the users will maintain it themselves (as they did on the unauthorised track on West
Down).

e If there is significant degradation (ie flattening) of the features, | would like to propose that when
we are employing contractors around the village who will be hiring a digger anyway, we ask them
to do some re-piling of pump track soil / rough shaping as part of that job, rather than hiring in a
digger especially.

e Prior to being a pump track, the area was very weedy and it’s likely these will reappear. | would like
to ask the grass cutters to add the pump track to their regular schedule. If this is acceptable, | will
report back on the difference in cost.

e Given that the pump track will change day to day with use / weather / grass cutting / members of
the public making changes, we need to keep an eye that there is nothing that may cause a hazard. |
will ask for additions to be added to the checklists for the weekly volunteers to consider:

o Any objects / large stones on the pump track?
o Any significant deviations to the layout / height of obstacles/any other potential safety
hazard.

I’'ve checked on the insurance implications and it was not quite clear. There is a large section in the
insurance policy about skateboard parks, but no specific mention of pump tracks. Then underneath it does
make reference to “BMX tracks” where it states they will only insure if there are ‘defects in structure’:

[ PLOO2_23 ] - Skateboard Parks

If in relation to any claim you have failed to fulfil any of the following conditions, You will lose Your right
to indemnity payment for that claim. You must ensure that In connection with skateboard parks

1. all structures Including the skating surfaces
a. are manufactured and Iinstalled to the appropriate standard and maintained In good
condition
b. are inspected by a competent person at least weekly and
i. all defects or risks to health or safety immediately rectified, or
il. the structure taken out of use
2. You will erect where necessary suitable signs detailing any information that is necessary for the
safe us of the facllity and clearly stating any restrictions on Its use
3. You will determine where supervision is necessary and ensure that it is provided whenever the
facilities are in use.

We will not provide indemnity in respect of Bodily Injury to persons taking part in activities in the
Skateboard Park unless caused by defects in the structure

[ PLOO3_23 ] - Injury to Participants Exclusion

We will not provide indemnity in respect of Bodily Injury to persons taking part in activities on
skateboard ramps, zip wires and/or BMX tracks, unless caused by defects in such structure

Mandy and | have emailed the insurers for clarity (appendix 1 below). I've attached it for future reference
in case of any incidents.

As stipulated in the in insurance, a warning sign will be required. I've googled other UK pump track rules
and added them in below in appendix 2. | will get a laminated sign to begin with but propose getting a
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quote for a plastic sign in A3 then gluing it to the side of the container. | know that this is not ideal, but |
suspect a wooden sign will get knocked over and I’'m not sure where else it could go. | don’t really want to
put screws into the container.

Receipts

e Sand for pump track (£78)

e Snacks + drinks for the pump track volunteers (£19.35)

e Sandbags for pump track (£29.05)

e 2xcans of grass marking spray for pump track (£14.38)

e Bolts to put up the basketball hoops (£4.77)

e Hazard tape to go around the broken cantilever swing (and then the pump track) (£8.18)

e Foam to go round the tree on the pump track (£48.98)

e Rubbery caps to replace the ones which have snapped on the adventure tower (£16.36)

e Wire pins to pin the wire to the posts to fence the pump track from the footpath (£4.49)

e 4x boards to stop the soil from the pump track spilling on to the footpath (£40)

Appendix 1 — Correspondence with insurance company about the pump track:

From: Clear Councils Enquiries <councils@thecleargroup.com>

Date: Tuesday, 2 September 2025 at 13:21

To: Emma Noble <cllrnoble.chilboltonpc@gmail.com>

Subject: RE: LCO02333 - Chilbolton Parish Council - bicycle pump track query

Good afternoon,

Thank you for the below email. We can confirm that the below would be sufficient in terms of the pump track.

Kind regards
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Clear Councils Enquiries

o
Web clearcouncils.co.uk
L'
Direct 0330 013 0036
Q

Address Clear Councils ,
AGM House, 3 Barton Close ,
Leicester

, LE19 1SJ

From: Emma Noble <cllrnoble.chilboltonpc@gmail.com>

Sent: 02 September 2025 13:03

To: Clear Councils Enquiries <councils@thecleargroup.com>

Subject: Re: LCO02333 - Chilbolton Parish Council - bicycle pump track query

Many thanks for the clarification.
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Could | just confirm, by risk assessed you would mean our standard annual ROSPA inspection + weekly visual
inspections by our team of volunteers with a checklist?

Kind regards,

Emma Noble

From: Clear Councils Enquiries <councils@thecleargroup.com>

Date: Tuesday, 2 September 2025 at 12:59

To: Chilbolton Clerk <Chilbolton.Clerk@hotmail.co.uk>

Cc: Emma Noble <ClIrNoble.chilboltonpc@gmail.com>

Subject: RE: LCO02333 - Chilbolton Parish Council - bicycle pump track query

Good afternoon,

Thank you for the below email. If the pump track is simply gravel, mud, or grass then no property damage cover will
be provided as there is no insurable interest here. However, if the track is constructed from asphalt, tarmac etc we

can include this under the ‘ground surfaces ’section of the policy. In order to add this, we would need a value.

In terms of liabilities, we will cover the public liability if an incident happens due to the condition of the track
(providing this is risk assessed), we will not cover incidents caused by the user (for example, if someone is
performing some sort of trick on their bike and falls off).

Kind regards
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Clear Councils Enquiries

o
Web clearcouncils.co.uk
L'
Direct 0330 013 0036
Q

Address Clear Councils ,
AGM House, 3 Barton Close ,
Leicester

, LE19 1SJ

rom: Chilbolton Clerk <Chilbolton.Clerk@hotmail.co.uk>

Sent: 26 August 2025 14:47

To: Clear Councils Enquiries <councils@thecleargroup.com>

Cc: Emma Noble <ClIrNoble.chilboltonpc@gmail.com>

Subject: LCO02333 - Chilbolton Parish Council - bicycle pump track query

Dear Team,

Please can you confirm that a pump track at our War Memorial Playing Field will be covered by our insurance policy?
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We note that clause PL0O03-23 states you will not provide indemnity in respect of Bodily Injury to persons taking part
in activities on skateboard ramps, zip wires and/or BMX tracks, unless caused by defects in such structure.

Is there anything we should do to ensure cover will be provided.

NB: If you respond to this email after Thursday please ensure that Clir Emma Noble is cc'd into your response.

Kind Regards,

Mandy Denyer

Chilbolton Parish Council Clerk

Web - https://chilboltonparishcouncil.org.uk/

Phone - 07514 670919

Parish Councillor's emails can be found at Councillors — Chilbolton Parish Council

Please note that | work part-time on flexi-time basis and it may be that | am not available to answer your call/email
immediately, thank you.

From: Clear Councils Enquiries

Sent: 19 September 2024 14:05

To: chilbolton.clerk@hotmail.co.uk

Subject: Clear Councils - Renewal Confirmation - LCO02333 - Chilbolton Parish Council

Good afternoon,
Thank you for choosing Clear Councils, please find attached your renewal confirmation.

Kind Regards
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Appendix 2 — Pump track rules
-~
2 Chilbolton Pump Track %

e BMXriding is a high-risk activity, and accidents may happen without outside
interference. Riders should be aware of this and take full responsibility for their own
actions.

e Under 11’s must be accompanied by a parent or guardian at all times.
e The track is one-way only. Please stick to the track

e You should ride the whole track. Do not stop at any point until you have completed a
circuit.

e Riders ahead of you on the track have right of way

Choose the right bicycle:

While BMX bikes are commonly used on pump tracks, other types of bicycles such as mountain bikes and dirt jump
bikes can also be suitable.

All bikes must be in good working order and have working brakes. Please note, bikes fitted with stunt pegs are not
permitted on the BMX pump track.

Safety:

Wearing appropriate safety gear is crucial when riding a BMX pump track. Riders should wear a helmet, gloves, and
trainers or other rubber-soled shoes suitable for BMX riding.

Trousers and long-sleeved tops are strongly recommended. Riders may additionally wish to consider wearing knee
and elbow pads. If wearing short sleeves and/or % shorts, elbow and kneepads must be worn.

Don’t use the track if it is unsafe because of damage / defects

No smoking / alcohol / animals / motorised vehicles
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If you’re new to pump tracks or unfamiliar with the specific layout, start with a slow pace to familiarise yourself with
the track’s features and flow. Gradually increase your speed and confidence as you become more comfortable
navigating the course.

Respect Other Riders:

Pump tracks are shared spaces used by riders of varying skill levels and ages. Be mindful of other users and yield to
riders who are moving faster or have the right of way. Avoid sudden stops or unpredictable movements that could
cause collisions or disrupt the flow of traffic on the track

Appendix 3

Vitaplay Redlynch Leisure Pennington | Pheonix Play
Wood Option Yes Yes Yes Yes
Measurements | TBC 39mx 1.7m 24m x3.6m |3.6m x1.8m
Wood -
Guarantee 15 years 15 years 20 years 15 years
Wood - Price ex | £4538.22 (£3857 with
vat 15% off) £4,350 £4,335 £4,795
Pros of this They're offering us 15%
company of (included in above Metal feet go into

prices) ground Metal legs

They are the cheapest
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They've included the
cost of removal of old
items, so it may be
cheaper still

Cons of this
company

They're products didn't
last the full period of
time and the guarantee
wasn’t honoured

Slightly different
'look' to our
current equipment

They have a
minimum order
price of £5000

They've said they'll
reuse our current swing,
but | fear it may be the
wrong shape (only one
support)

No metal legs
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