
 

 

REPORT BY CHAIRMAN OF COSC DATED 1ST SEPTEMBER 2025 (UP-DATED ON 17TH 

SEPTEMBER 2025) 

 
 

 1. There was no meeting of COSC in August. The last minutes are those of our meeting on 10th July 2025. 

 
2. Emma Noble has taken over responsibility for the WMPF.  Matters she has dealt with include: putting 

safety tape around the basket swing as the timber support had broken making it unusable. She is finding out 

how best to repair it. She will no doubt up-date COSC at our next meeting.  

 
You will recall that the plastic back boards and the hoops at the basketball court were vandalised some time 

ago. We arranged for Hurstbourne Forge to manufacture metal back plates to replace the damaged plastic 

ones. One metal back plate has been erected with a hoop. I have seen it being used. The other back plate I 
believe is ready to be fixed so the court should be fully operational soon.  

 

In order to encourage use of the table tennis table bats and balls have been provided. Yesterday i noticed 2 

bats and one ball were still there. Wear at the ends suggests the table is being well used. 
 

One major development is the construction of a cycle track with bumps between the trees on the north side of 

the field. It looks really good. I have photos if anyone would like to see them. Emma is to be congratulated 
of bringing this project to fruition. Thanks are due to the Painters for providing men, earth moving 

equipment and expertise. The area has been taped off until Rospa have inspected it. However, I noticed the 

tape had been taken down. I suspect the lads can’t wait to use it! We will discuss safety at our next meeting. 
While we can take reasonable steps to make it as safe as we can, there is no doubt that an element of risk of 

injury will remain. I checked again on Monday and the tape has been taken down again. It has also broken. 

 

The Clatford Arms FC will use out the football pitch for their home games. The playing surface looks just 
about ok despite of the lack of rain. Their first match took place on Sunday 30th August. The same club used 

it last season and proved a decent lot. There were some minor problems such as disposal of their rubbish. 

Some of their property was stolen ( mainly soft drinks). I can only assume that the pavilion was not locked 
properly. Perhaps someone knew the code? 

 

The surface of the playing field has some fairly large bare patches. In my view these will need repair, 
probably next spring. We recently had an email saying that the Football Foundation is looking to improve 

the nation’s football pitches. We should consider taking advantage of this. I have forwarded the email to 

Emma. 

 
The Test Way as it enters the WMPF becomes very muddy and difficult in winter. This area has been 

repaired. The deal was HCC paid the labour and we paid for the materials:cost £152. We have also repaired 

part of the Whitelands Path leading to the WMPF which becomes very muddy in winter. This repair is 
holding up well in spite of the recent rain. I checked it on Monday. 

 

3. THE COMMON 

 
As agreed by CPC/COSC the barrier was kept closed throughout the school summer holidays. Problems 

included persons ignoring the signs that the parking area was closed and causing a nuisance to residents of 

Joys Lane; also cars were parked in Joys Lane alongside the telephone exchange thereby blocking the road; 
on a couple of occasions drivers somehow managed to get in to the parking area but could not get out and 

had to be released by residents; numerous parked cars along the village street. On the whole closure was a 

success and eased the pressure of numbers on the common; behaviour of the public seemed pretty good. 
Closure seems to discourage undesirables. iI certainly put a stop to car loads of youngsters arriving late in the 

evening.The barrier was opened on Sunday 1st September in accordance with our agreed policy. 

As far as I know the cattle caused very few problems. Jasper Galloway has erected an electric fence around 

The Old Cottage to stop the cows licking the walls. I believe this has proved successful. We provided 2 salt 
licks which I believe helped. 

 



 

 

Those who walked across the common last winter will recall the path leading to the Purleygig Bridge was 

very muddy with a deep a puddle. We paid Andy Bond and Rick Nightingale to repair this section of track. I 

am hopeful that this will prove as successful as the repairs to the track by the bridge. My attempt to get HCC 
to help pay the cost as it’s Test Way failed. I checked this on Monday and it is holding up well.  

 

The gravel tracks leading to the various dwellings on the common have been repaired and I understand that 
the residents have all paid a contribution to the cost. I had a complaint from Felix Rabenek of The Old Inn 

Cottage. He was not happy with the repairs to the track leading to his cottage. He felt that insufficient 

hoggin had been used so that the holes had not been adequately filled in.I took a look and I think his 

complaint was justified. He said if I ordered more hoggin he and his son would spread it. With CPC 
agreement I obtained another bulk bag which has been spread. Checking it on Monday I wish I had ordered 

two bags  as some holes are still obvious.  

 
I have circulated part of an email from Felix requesting that we plant a tree to block a gap which exposes 

Lynton Meadow to his gaze. He is prepared to pay the cost. I said I would consult COSC. I also warned him 

that it would need the agreement of NE. 

 
4. PARISH PATHS 

 

In addition to the path repairs mentioned above, we have paid for Rick Nightingale to clear the Brockley 
Warren Path which was very overgrown; and also to cut the Mark Way and various other paths. This is 

supplemented by Ian Daubney. I am aware that part of the Frog Lane Path as it passes the back of Test 

Haven needs a trim. I will be arranging for this to be done. Walking along this path on Monday the surface in 
places was already becoming very muddy. Last winter it was impassable. I would like to repair this path next 

spring. In the meantime I will get quotes. I welcome any reports from the public about any problems with the 

footpaths/bridleways. Emma, have you been along the Mark Way recently? 

 
5. VILLAGE GREENS 

 

These include some metal benches most of which need a lick of paint. I am very grateful to Emma Noble and 
Delia Brown for painting a bench each. They certainly look smart. If anyone would like to volunteer to paint 

a bench CPC will provide the materials. I noticed that the bench on the Grindstone Green needs painting. 

Any volunteers? If not, I will do it. The benches at Coronation Tree Green and at the entrance to the 
concrete road leading to West Down have wooden slats. They could do with a rub down and re-staining. It’s 

too wet at the moment. 

 

6. WEST DOWN 
 

Rick Nightingale has done a good job clearing the paths. West Down is proving very popular with the public. 

I saw it recommended on a website recently.The big disappointment is no cattle have grazed it this summer. 
Some of the fencing needs repair before it can be rated as stock proof. This will prove expensive. I shall be 

obtaining quotes and, if CPC agree, I propose to carry out this work next winter. It may be that with the 

drought there would not have been much for cattle to eat. The verges need tidying up. Last year Simon 

Martin did this very successfully last year. I am in touch with him. Simon regrets he cannot do this for us as 
his machine (value £80,000) has been stolen and is probably in Albania! Andy Smith has suggested we could 

save money by re-fencing using two or three strands of barbed wire instead of full stock proof fencing. If we 

only graze cattle this may be sufficient. I intend to ask Edward Painter for his opinion. 
 

Something I should get on with is organising the way marking of the  permissive bridleways on West Down. I 

am afraid I have rather slow about this. 
 

7. TREE WARDEN 

 

I am very grateful to Rick Nightingale for all he does as our tree warden. There are a large number of trees in 
the parish for which we are responsible. Rick continues to provide COSC with monthly reports. On Saturday 

6th September Sheila Evans texted me about a tree down blocking the concrete road to West Down. I 

contacted Rick who has removed it. 



 

 

 

On Monday I noted two trees on either side of the Purleygig Bridge that looked dodgy. He is going to look at 

them and report. 
 

David Griffiths 17/09/2025 


