
 Common report for September October 2025 for  COSC meeting Oct 23rd 

 

River status 

River levels remain low. The grass and growth generally has recovered after the long summer drought. 

The Abbotts stream is flowing very sluggishly.  The Autumn cut is due and will be selective on the grossly 

overgrown areas. This will allow the cattle to access the grass there more easily. The cut should be soon , 

before the cattle come off and not delayed into the New Year as last year.  

Closing the gate 

The gate is open as from the beginning of the school Autumn term 

Grazing   

26 young bullocks are well established and remain on the lush grass. There has been no damage to the Old 

Cottage walls since the electric fence was installed. 

Stream clearance 

Sparsholt students have cleared most of the Abbotts steam section from the sleeper bridge to the river in 2 

sessions on 13th and 20th October. We are very grateful to Jenny Hamilton their teacher and resident in the 

village, for this. She is looking for other tasks for them to do over the winter.  

To be discussed. 

HCV attended on 18th October to clear the upper part of the  Abbotts stream. As there were only four of 

them they were unable to tackle the whole run right up to Bannuts as requested by FAG, but made good 

progress on their usual section. 

Tarca was approached to help but there was no response. I will ask again if they can clear the section up to 

Bannuts for us. 

. -  

Educational Access programme Visits 

With the recent visits and awaiting one more form from one of the schools, we have totalled 12 visits this 

year. 11 forms are ready to go to the clerk for signature and forwarding to RPA. 

 

Maintenance tasks 

HCV were asked if they could clear the fence line as well as stream clearance in October. Unfortunately, 

they do not have space for this. 

As per the maintenance programme the invasive scrub along the western boundary fence line should be 

cleared back this winter. 

Autumn cut to be actioned by MG with Rob West as before  
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