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CHILBOLTON PARISH COUNCIL (CPC) 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (CDC) 

 
DRAFT Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 19th November 2025 

7pm at Chilbolton Village Hall 
 

 
Present -  Cllr David Hall (DH) – Chairman, Cllr Neil Connor (NC) – Vice-Chairman, Cllr Sue Larcombe (SL), Cllr 

Martin Watson (MW), Fiona Barrie (FB), Mark Husson (MH), Alasdair Campbell (AC), Colin Ruffalls 
(CR), Peter Collis (PC) - Secretary 

 
6 residents were also present. 

   
1. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Julian Hudson and CDC member Jane Gossling.  Cllr Connor chaired the 
meeting until a new Chairman was elected (see item 3). 

 

2. Election of Chairman 

As the adoption of CDC Terms of Reference (ToR) 4.3 is likely be discussed again at the CPC meeting on 1st 
December it was decided to review the election of CDC Chairman.  NC had been Acting Chairman prior to the 
meeting.  PC proposed DH as Chairman, which was seconded by MW and carried unopposed.  DH was therefore 
elected Chairman. 

 

3. Election of Vice Chairman 
MW proposed NC remain as Vice-Chairman, which was seconded by PC and carried unopposed. 
 

4. Declarations of Interest 

There were three declarations of interest: 

‐ NC re-affirmed that he is a resident of Drove Road which is close to one of the proposed development sites. 

‐ AC re-affirmed that his daughter has recorded an interest in a self-build property in the Test Valley area. 

‐ SL declared an interest related to her prior interest in a self-build property. 

All CDC members confirmed that they had not had any contact with James Painter since his letter to CPC in 
August 2025. 

 

5. Previous Meeting & Minutes 

PC led a review of the actions agreed at the previous CDC meeting on 20th August 2025.  Actions and updates 
have been provided as an Appendix 1 to these minutes. 

PC proposed and AC seconded that the Minutes of the previous meeting be accepted. 

Accordingly, the minutes of the previous CDC meeting held on 25th August 2025 were signed by the Chairman 
as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

 

6. Working Groups (WGs) 

6.1  Review of Housing Needs 

It was agreed that the work of the WG would be paused until the work of the Site Options WG is completed. 
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6.2  Housing Mix & Design 

No progress has been made by this WG as it is dependent on the WGs for Housing Needs and Site Options. 

6.3  Site Options 

MW stated that the WG has now agreed a set of commercial questions the answers to which will require 
engagement with the landowners of the sites being considered.  The sites are: 

‐ Site 389 Drove Road 

‐ Site 431 Martins Lane 

‐ Site 484 Betts Farm 

‐ Site (no ref) Gravel Hill 

It was re-confirmed that the site evaluation matrix is based on “TVBC Neighbourhood Plan Undertaking Site 
Selection (Questionnaire Method) dated December 2016”.  The WG also updated the matrix since the last report 
and normalised scores to ensure that scores for each site can be compared on a like-for-like basis.  MW stated 
that the matrix had been shared with TVBC at a meeting on 10th November. Action:  MW to share the latest site 
options evaluation matrix with all CPC members. 

DH provided a summary of the 10th November Meeting between CDC and TVBC (Simon Finch and team): 

‐ The meeting was well-attended by TVBC.  CDC attendees were JH, SL, DH, NC, MW and MH.  Cllr Tony Ewer 
was also in attendance. 

‐ There was a robust discussion on how the requirements of the TVBC Local Plan might be met. 

‐ CDC provided an update on its work on site options in Chilbolton and shared the evaluation matrix. 

‐ TVBC confirmed that all four sites would be available based on COM 9 and rural exception considerations. 

‐ Simon Finch (lead for TVBC) confirmed that if any application for development can demonstrate that it is 
sustainable and met the criteria of the National Planning Policy Framework, TVBC would be required to 
approve.  ‘Sustainability’ includes infrastructure, community support, proven need, ecological 
requirements, consistency with the Neighbourhood Development Plan, transportation, infrastructure etc. 

‐ TVBC stated that community support remains important, and it needs to be demonstrated that the 
community has been clearly involved in the development of a plan. 

Some discussion on Rural Exception Sites took place.  Action:  AC to provide an update for CDC on the 
definition of Rural Exceptions from the National Framework. 

Shortly after the meeting with TVBC it became known that James Painter has submitted an Outline Planning 
Application to build up to 75 houses on the Drove Road site.  MH highlighted that there were questions 
regarding the viability of a proposal for 75 houses on the Drove Road site: could a builder be found, can 
demand for 75 houses be demonstrated etc. 

6.4  Water & Sewage 

With DH becoming CDC Chairman, it was agreed that AC would now lead the Water & Sewage WG.  AC 
confirmed that he is attending the local Pan-Parish Pollution Forum.  AC reported that the water monitors 
supplied by Southern Water and installed with the support of local riverkeepers close to the outlets of both the 
West Down STW and Fullerton STW were showing good i.e. ‘clean’ results. 

6.5  High-Level Business Case & Commercial Negotiations 

Following the meeting with TVBC on 10th November the WG will now engage with the landowners for the four 
sites under evaluation, but, following James Painter’s recent application for development, the WG will prioritise 
contacting him.  Action: DH to draft a letter to send to James Painter and the owners of the other sites 
requesting a meeting and to establish dialogue with the CDC. 

It was agreed that a meeting with James Painter will involve DH, FB and MH (assuming JH cannot attend due to 
continuing ill health). 
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Action:  MH will model a potential commercial scenario based on James Painter’s proposal as an input for the 
James Painter meeting. 

6.6  Heating & Power 

AC reported that Duncan Revolta had joined the WG but had to send his apologies for the meeting.   It is the 
intent of the WG to organise a number of public engagement sessions early in 2026 and advice had been 
received from Winchester Action on Climate Change on workshop potential facilitators and content.  These 
might include advice on reducing household energy bills, the potential for community energy schemes and 
installing solar panels on the Village Hall. 

6.7  Potential Contractors 

No update was provided by this WG as it is dependent on outputs from other WGs. 

6.8  Communications & Public Engagement 

There has not been significant progress since the last meeting.  Councillor Debbie Collis, who attended as a 
member of the public, confirmed that CPC is aiming for a mid-January 2026 go-live for the new CPC website.  It 
was suggested that the new CPC site might be a useful source of relevant data for villagers.  Action:  AC to 
consider a blog or similar to guide villagers on the findings of the Heating & Power WG. 

6.9  Programme Management 

MW reported that the programme plan is now ‘red’ due to delays in establishing a meeting with TVBC.  It was 
agreed that further programme planning would be suspended until landowner dialogue was underway and 
commercial inputs to the site options evaluation had been received. 

 

7. Update on Discussions with CCLT 

Nothing to add. 

 

8. Discussion & Agreement on Revised Terms of Reference 

It was agreed that CDC would again recommend CDC ToR version 4.3 to CPC for review and approval.  Cllrs Hall, 
Connor and Watson agreed to raise at the next CPC meeting on 1st December.  

 

9. Open Session / Public Participation. 

There were no questions from members of the public although one commented that it was good to see the CDC 
once again making good progress and doing good work. 

 

10. Any Other Business 

No other business was raised or discussed. 

 
11. Items for Next Agenda 

DH stated that the intention of the CDC was to focus on the activities of the Working Groups and that this would 
constitute the main part of the agenda for the next meeting. 

 
12. Date of Next Meetings 

Wednesday 17th December 2025 at 7:00pm at Chilbolton Village Hall 

 
The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 8.30pm. 
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APPENDIX 1 
ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

Date Raised Topic Action Actionee(s) 
 

Status 

24th June 2025 Terms of Reference Operating model and inter-relationships between 
CPC, CCLT and CDC to be clearly defined. 

DH & JH Complete.  DH provided an overview of the inter-
relationships between CDC, CPC and CCLT and 
highlighted that they are working both effectively and 
as intended.  I was agreed that the action had been 
completed. 

23rd July 2025 Terms of Reference CDC recommended that CPC should consider and 
accept the revision of the ToR proposed by CDC.  NC, 
JH, SL and DH to seek a CPC decision on whether to 
accept a revised CDC ToR before the next scheduled 
CPC meeting on 1st September. 
 

NC, JH, SL, DH Ongoing.  It was agreed that this action remains open 
but DH, MW and NC all confirmed their intent to raise 
for discussion at the next CPC meeting scheduled for 1st 
December. 

20th August 2025 Working Groups Site Options – Working Group to make a blank 
version of the site options evaluation matrix publicly 
available. 
 

MW Complete.  A blank version of the site options 
evaluation matrix was made available by the WG. 

20th August 2025 CCLT Confirm whether non-members can attend the CCLT 
update on 25th September. 

NC Complete.  Non-members attended the CCLT meeting 
on 25th September. 

20th August 2025 Questions from the 
Public 

Discuss live-stream and recording options with the 
Clerk. 

PC Complete.  PC stated that there did not appear to be 
demand for live-streaming or recording of the CDC and 
recommended that the action be marked as completed.  
The position of CDC on live-streaming and recording 
can be reviewed if significant demand materialises. 

19th November 
2025 

Site Options Share the latest site options evaluation matrix with 
all CPC members. 

MW New Action 

19th November 
2025 

Site Options Provide an update for CDC on the definition of Rural 
Exceptions from the National Framework. 
 

AC New Action 
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Date Raised 
 

Topic Action Actionee(s) Status 

19th November 
2025 

Commercial Draft a letter to send to James Painter and the 
owners of the other sites requested a meeting and 
to establish dialogue with the CDC. 

DH New Action 

19th November 
2025 

Commercial Model a potential commercial scenario based on 
James Painter’s proposal as an input for the James 
Painter landowner meeting. 

MH New Action 

19th November 
2025 

Communications Consider a blog or similar for the new CPC website 
(go-live due in mid-January 2026) to guide villagers 
on the findings of the Heating & Power WG. 

AC New Action 

 
 


