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CHILBOLTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting of the council held on MONDAY 3rd NOVEMBER 2025 

COMMENCING AT 18:30 at CHILBOLTON VILLAGE HALL 

Present: Cllrs T Ewer (chair), S Larcombe (part), D Collis, David Hall, David Griffiths (part) 

In attendance: Locum Clerk, Tom Brindley. 22 members of the public. HCC and TVBC Cllr D 

Drew 

In the absence of Cllr Hudson, chair of the council, Cllr Ewer, vice-chair, took the chair. 

1. (Agenda 1) Apologies for absence: Cllrs J Hudson. Cllr Larcombe advised she would need 

to leave early.  

Cllr Griffiths advised he may have to leave before the end of the meeting. 

2. (Agenda 2) Chair’s remarks 

a. The chair requested that councillors attend a meeting set up with Test Valley 

Borough Council on Monday 10th November to discuss housing, development and 

the emerging Local Plan. Cllr Hall advised that this meeting had been set up by the 

clerk in error. Cllrs Larcombe and Hall had requested a meeting to progress the sites 

under discussion for the housing project as agreed at the Council on 22nd August and  

1st September. He would write to Simon Finch and Graham Smith to clarify. 

3. (Agenda 3) Declarations of interest: Cllr Ewer advised he had his name on a list for Self-

build and Downsize housing. 

Cllr Larcombe left the meeting 

4. (Agenda 4) Minutes of the meeting held on 6th October 2025 

a. Members accepted one amendment: 27.6 “Members raised concerns at the high 

cost of the Locum Clerk”. 

b. The minutes were adopted as a true record of the meeting. 

5. The chair proposed, and it was accepted to move items 11 and 12 as Cllr Drew had 

another parish council to attend. 

6. (Agenda 11) Cllr Drew addressed the council regarding Test Valley Borough Council and 

referred to his written report.  

7. (Agenda 12) Cllr Drew addressed the council regarding Hampshire County Council and 

referred to his written report. 

8. (Agenda 5) In accordance with Standing Order 69, the chair adjourned the meeting for ten 

minutes to hear representations from the public. 

a. A member of the public asked how a landowner would demonstrate community 

support for development on the countryside, how would/could this be evidenced? Eg 

by referendum? 
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b. The chair responded that the council would wait to see if a planning application 

resulted. This scenario would be discussed at the meeting with TVBC on 10th 

November. 

c. A member of the public asked, should the chair use his platform in the parish 

magazine to attack parishioners and when will there be an answer to the question of 

how CPC are going to rebuild the trust of the community? 

d. Members of CPC distanced themselves from the remarks and the clerk advised 

that the article, which he had not seen, was the view of the council Chair and not of 

the Parish Council. 

e. A member of the public asked about the content of the CPC minutes in that by not 

including a summary of the discussion before a resolution made, particularly where 

there was a split vote or a material discussion that bore upon the decision taken, the 

minutes were a poor record of proceedings.   

f. Cllrs proposed returning to the previous minutes format and this would be 

discussed further when a permanent clerk had been appointed. 

g. A member of the public asked why all council correspondence was not made 

public. 

f. The clerk advised that the council was not obliged to publish lists of 

correspondence. Although Correspondence had been identified as a “Matter Arising” 

at the last CPC meeting, that did not necessarily mean this one. 

9. The meeting resumed at 19:03. 

10. (Agenda 6) Clerk and RFO Recruitment 

a. Cllr Ewer advised council that the Recruitment Panel had interviewed a candidate 

and recommended that the candidate be appointed. 

b. Members requested more time to consider the candidate and the terms of 

employment, including salary and hours and that this should involve any new 

councillors elected on November 13th. CPC agreed that the hours for the permanent 

clerk should be as per the job advert on the HALC website (45 hours), with overtime, 

which must be approved in advance, as required. 

c. Members RESOLVED to call a special meeting on Monday 17th November to 

consider the appointment. 

11. (Agenda 7) Clerk’s Report 

a. The clerk presented his report, which was noted. 

b. Members considered the recommendation for a budget workshop but did not 

support this. COSC would discuss its budget at the next meeting (noting that the RFO 

would not be present) and council would consider the budget at the December 

meeting. 
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12. (Agenda 8) Council Process Review 

a. Members noted the report from Eleanor Greene of Do The Numbers (annexed). 

b. Members deferred consideration of the report until after the forthcoming by-

election. 

13. (Agenda 9) Adoption of Policies 

a. IT Policy (New). The policy was adopted with an amended statement on installing 

unauthorised software. 

b. Expenses Policy (Revised) The policy was deferred until after further consideration 

of the Do The Numbers Council Process Review. 

c. Grant request policy (Revised) The policy was adopted. 

d. Equality and Diversity policy (Review) The policy was re-adopted with one 

amendment: a reference to the Dignity at Work Policy was replaced with the Equality 

and Diversity Policy. 

e. 2025 Financial Regulations. Members deferred a decision on adoption until after 

the forthcoming by-election and consideration of the Do the Numbers Report. 

14. (Agenda 16) Committee Reports 

a. Planning 

i. In the absence of Cllr Larcombe, chair of the Planning Committee, Cllr Ewer 

gave a verbal report of the items discussed at the meeting of 3rd November. 

ii. 25/02503/FULLN Cyma House – deferred until the next meeting 

iii. 25/02502/FULLN 9 Garston Mede Concern that the application did not 

conform with Neighbourhood Plan Policy HD5(3) parking which requires 3 

spaces for a 3 bedroom house. If that matter was addressed, the committee 

would support the application. 

iv. 25/01826/FULLN 3 Durnford Close. No objection, subject to a satisfactory 

bat survey. 

b. Open Spaces 

i. Cllr Griffiths, chair of the Open Spaces Committee spoke to his report. 

ii. Members noted that repairs to the fencing at the West Down could be a 

major cost. 

iii. Ed Treadwell had repaired the trailer at WMPF with a cost of materials of 

£32.78 (no labour cost). Members RESOLVED to repay the cost of materials. 

Members expressed thanks to Ed for his work. 

iv. Allotments 
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1. Two allotment holders had been sent pre-termination letters giving until 

31st October to bring their plots into good order. 

2. The clerk had spoken to one of allotment holders, who had held the plot 

for 20 years, and had explained the particular circumstances which had 

caused the plot to deteriorate and had requested more time to bring it into 

good order. 

3. The clerk had contacted a relative of the second plot holder, who had 

passed on contact details, but had been unable to contact the tenant directly. 

4. Both tenants had paid the full year’s rent in advance. 

5. The clerk suggested the council take out a subscription to the National 

Allotment Society. This was referred to the Open Spaces Committee. 

v. Grass cutting at Cow Common and West Down.  

1. The contractor had indicated that the cost would be a 3% increase on last 

year. 

2. Members noted the cost was a covered by a grant. 

3. The clerk was instructed to raise a purchase order when the written 

quotation was received. 

vi. A member of the public had raised a concern regarding cattle impeding the 

path across the common. Members noted that there were sufficient warning 

signs. 

vii. Members noted a limb from a large oak tree had fallen adjacent to the 

path. 

viii. The basket swing needed replacement. A grant had been applied for. 

Members noted this was a joint cost with West Down Parish Council and that 

there was £10k in the Community Find earmarked reserve. 

ix. Members RESOLVED to appoint Emma Noble as a non-councillor member 

of the Open Space Committee. 

x. Members agreed to purchase of a second swing seat from Sutcliffe play. 

c. Community Development 

Cllr Hall spoke about the ongoing work of the:  

i. Site options group building the site consideration matrix to compare the 4 

sites under consideration for the CDC housing development. This is to be 

discussed at the meeting with TVBC on November 10th. 

ii. Water and Sewage Group and attendance at the Pan Parish forum. 

iii. Heating and Power Working Group. 

iv. CDC meetings  
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1. CDC requested that its meetings recommence on 19th November. 

2. Members resolved that the CDC meeting on 19 November should 

proceed as meetings had been suspended pending a meeting with 

TVBC. The TVBC meeting is scheduled for 10 November. 

v. Letter to landowners. Members RESOLVED that the Community 

Development Committee would draft letters to landowners. The letters would 

be sent once approved by members. 

CLLR GRIFFITHS left the meeting 

15. (Agenda 17) Community Reports 

a. Village Hall.  

i. Cllr Griffiths had asked to stand down as the council’s representative. The 

Village Hall Committee had requested the council appoint two members, one 

specifically from the Open Spaces Committee. 

ii. Members agreed to defer any appointment until after the by-election. 

iii. Members noted the Village Hall AGM was to be held on 24th November. 

b. Flood Advisory Group.  

Members note the water table was rising and that the hosepipe ban had been lifted. 

c. Resilience.  

i. Cllr Collis began her report reminding parishioners to sign up to the 

Southern Water and SSEN Priority Services Registers if they are eligible. 

ii. The TVBC Resilience Forum was focussed on what grants available to 

enable councils to supplement community resilience, e.g. for things such as 

camping battery banks, grab bags and walkie talkies. 

iii. Cllr Collis also reminded the Clerk to correct the Community Emergency 

Plan on the website 

d. Highways 

i. Members noted there was funding available for Speed Indicator Devices 

(SIDs). 

16. (Agenda 22) Communication and GDPR: 

a. Cllrs Hudson, Hall and Collis were due to meet Aubergine (new web site designers) 

on Friday 7thNovember.  

b. The gov.uk domain had been requested and was expected in about three weeks. 

17. (Agenda 23) Finance: 

a. The Financial Report to 31st October was noted. Members noted a discrepancy 

between the Cash Book provided in the Clerks report to the meeting and the Q2 
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payments list available in the September CPC meeting agenda pack. Members 

requested a detailed budget report be added to future reports, as was the case 

before August 2025. Cllr Hall was actioned to update the finance spread sheets, 

including the Ringfenced and Precept Budget Spreadsheets. The latter two would be 

required to support the budget discussions at the next meetings 

b. Whilst most of the payments were approved, item 97 (Todeka invoice) was not approved 

as councillors had not had sight of the corresponding invoice. 

 

Members requested the clerk circulate the Todeka invoice ahead of payment and that any 

excess hours had been pre-approved by the council chair. 

18. (Agenda 24) To consider responses to matters raised by the public. 

a. The chair advised that he would consult the council chair and respond accordingly. 

19. (Agenda 25) Matters for future meetings: Correspondence reporting. 

20. (Agenda 26) Date of next regular meeting: 1st December 2025. 

Meeting closed at 9.15 pm 


