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PRESENT:  Cllrs David Griffiths (Chairman) (DG), Cllr Debbie Collis (DC), Kerrie Ritson (KR) and Emma 
Noble (EN) 
 

1. Apologies: Moya Grove (MG), Tony Ewer (TE) and Trish Heaton (TH) 

2. Declaration of Interests: None 

3. Approval of Minutes of the 18th September 2025: Approved 

4. Matters Arising: These will be dealt with below.  

5. Chairman’s Report: (Chairman’s report) 

DC noted that bullet point 8 should say MG not MD. 

6. To receive questions from members of the public: No members of the public present.  

7. To note reports: 

A) Finance: (Finance report) 
DC met with David Hall and confirmed that he has offered to help with the COSC budget.  COSC 
agreed that his assistance would be appreciated at the next meeting.   

B) Finance transactions since last COSC meeting 
DC noted that there was only mention on the finance report of one Sutcliffe replacement swing 
seat, not two.  EN confirmed it should be two but she was not clear if the delivery charge would be 
doubled as a consequence.  

C) Allotments 
DG asked KR to liaise with Ian Daubney and direct him to the allotments which require attention.  
Action: KR  

DC raised that an allotment tenant had contacted her, unhappy about how the matter of the un-
kempt allotments had been handled.  COSC apologised for any upset caused and confirmed that 
any parishioner can apply for the vacant plots.   

KR has drafted an advert to go in the parish magazine advertising the vacant plots, but has not 
included the prices.  Action: DG to submit advert to the editors.  

D) Common (Common report) 
COSC discussed and are happy that Jenny Hamilton’s students cut back sycamore saplings on West 
Down.  DC queried whether the students could clear the western boundary fence line on the 
Common.  DG will discuss with MG along with arrangements for the autumn cut.  Actions: DG & 
MG 

Regarding the slow moving water under the sleeper bridge DG will raise this with George Marrits.  
Action: DG 

COSC passed on their thanks to MG for this year’s educational visits.  

DG reported that the gate onto the Frog Lane path has been fixed.  Thanks to Ed Treadwell.   
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E) Machinery Maintenance  
Nothing to report. 

F) Parish Paths  
DG noted that Ian Daubney has done a good job of clearing the path along Frog Lane.  
DG suggested that next year Andy Bond should be asked to put some boards and scalpings along 
the Frog Lane path as it gets very muddy.  COSC agreed.  DC raised that this needs to be added into 
the budget. 

G) Village Greens 
DG noted that there are still benches to be painted and the one on Grindstone Green is particularly 
bad and may need priming.  EN and DG may look to do this when time allows, although EN noted 
the weather might not be favourable now. 

H) War Memorial Playing Fields – (Playing Field Report)  
Thanks to Ed Treadwell for fixing the trailer.  DG will bring it back home in case it gets vandalised.   

EN reported that the proper pump track sign has been ordered.  DC noted the old pump track sign 
had been defaced with some unauthorised stickers which she picked off!  DC suggested moving the 
old sign to the noticed board.  EN to action 

EN related that since the dispute between the football team and grass cutters, the grass cutters 
appear to have attended again, possibly today and cut the grass again.   

EN reported that the pitch inspectors had attended today to inspect our football pitch for the 
“Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund” grant.  As noted below, if our pitch was deemed ‘poor’ we would 
qualify for up to £12,800 worth of improvements over 6 years, although we would have to 
contribute an additional £6400 over that period.  EN queried whether she could go ahead with the 
grant application on receipt of the report.  DG advised this should be taken to CPC for approval 
first. Action: DG 

I) Play equipment repairs 
As above, it is hoped that David Hall will be able to advise on claiming S106 and CIL payment 
contributions towards play equipment at next month’s COSC meeting.  EN asked if she could submit 
the CAF grant in the meantime, bearing in mind CPC would need to pay 50% of the cost of the 
basket swing if no CIL / S106 funds were forthcoming.  DG advised taking the matter to CPC before 
applying for the grant.  Action: DG  

KR suggested getting some play equipment for very small children as the current provisions are not 
really suitable.  EN believes some money may have been left for this purpose when the Chilbolton 
Play Group shut down.  EN will investigate and if there is money available, this could be included in 
the match funded CAF grant application mentioned above.  Action: EN 

DC noted that these items should go before CPC with a recommendation and note that a grant 
application will be made.  Also a request made that they go on the next agenda.  Action: EN to 
provide details to DG to take to CPC 

J) West Down (see Chairman’s report) 
Regarding the West Down fencing, Andy Smith has contacted MG and advised he would be willing 
to do a thorough job of the fencing on West Down, rather than patching it up.  DG has spoken to 
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Edward Painter who said about 50% of the fence along Coley Lane needs replacing entirely.  The 
remainder could be rescued by replacing some of the posts.  The recycling bank end could be 
repaired with some new fence posts. The top fence could be rescued with more posts and 
tensioning the existing wire.  The job is likely to be expensive because Inserting more posts is a hard 
job and in many places machinery cannot be used.    

DG reported that Mike Thomson the grazier is to go for a walk round with DG.  CPC do not charge 
for grazing but it is part of our grant agreement that it is grazed.  Due to the scope of work three 
quotes will be required.   

COSC passed on thanks to Jane Noriss for litter picking along Coley Lane.  EN suggested she be given 
a litter picker as requested.  COSC agreed.   

DG has contacted Rick Nightingale (RN) to mow inside and outside the enclosure.  RN has asked if 
this could be delayed until the New Year.  DG has agreed, but asked that he provide a quote.  EN 
asked if he might be able to use his machinery to cut some of the banks where possible as it would 
be quicker than strimming by hand.  

K) Tree Warden report  
DG contacted RN about chopping back the overhanging willow tree close to the Purleygigg bridge 
which belongs to the Painters.  James Painter is discussing liability for this tree with the Church 
Commissioners.   

DG has also spoken to Rick Nightingale about the tall tree on the other side of the Purleygigg bridge 
which appears to be dead.  DG suggests putting in motion an action to deal with it as it is a 
potential hazard.  This will involve notifying Natural England, TVBC and obtaining all the required 
permissions.  Action: DG to progress  

8. Items for the next agenda 
DC raised that the new website provider has been agreed and there will be a new website with 
separate pages for the Common, allotments, playing field etc.  Thought should be given as to what to 
include.  
 

Date of the next meeting – Scheduled date is Thursday 20th November 2025.  
 

Councilor members: Cllr D Griffiths (chair), Cllr D Collis, Cllr T Ewer,‬   
Non-councilor members: M Gove, T Heaton, K Ritson , E Noble  
 
There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 19:45 
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Chairman’s Report 

UP-DATE TO COSC CHAIRMAN’S REPORT TO CHILBOLTON PC 
 

 1. I have spoken to Edward Painter and sought his advice on the most cost-effective way to repair the 
fencing around the enclosed area of West Down. I have also spoken to Andy Smith who did a good job 
fencing part of this fence earlier this year. Edward suggested that he and Andy discuss this when they 
meet at FAG. This seems like a good idea to me. I hope to find out what they think is the best way 
forward after my return from France on 17/10. 

 2. I have tasked Ian Daubney with clearing the bit of the Frog Lane Path which passes behind Test Haven. 
Strictly speaking this is the responsibility of the Sheldrakes. However, Mervyn is largely bed ridden and 
Pat stressed so I recommend, out of kindness, that CPC pay for this work. It is not a long stretch; about 
25 metres. 

 3. The gate leading from the Common onto the Frog Lane Path near The Old Inn Cottage needs adjusting. 
If you push it it opens so a cow could just push through it. Ed Treadwell is going to fix it. So far no cows 
have escaped! 

 4. Rick Nightingale tells me there is a tree down on the WMPF along the border with Broxton House. He 
has agreed to remove it at no cost to CPC. I have thanked him.  

 5. The next meeting of COSC is on Thursday 23/10/2025. Could Tom please book the VH please? 
 
David Griffiths 05/10/2025 
 
FUTHER UP-DATE FOR COSC 
 

 1. The advice I have received on repairing the fence on West Down is to consult Mike Thompson whose 
cattle are grazed on WD. I will try and set up a walk around with him in the near future. 

 2. Ian has cleared the bit of the Frog Lane Path referred to above. He has done a good job. For those who 
may not know, he charges us £15 per hour. If anyone knows someone who charges less please let me 
know! I should add that these days you are charged for disposal of commercial green waste. Ian adds 
this to the bill. He takes it to Veolia.I really doubt whether we can get this cheaper. Ian is reliable, 
willing and honest. 

 3. Ed Treadwell has mended the gate referred to above FOC. He has also repaired CPC’s trailer. He has 
charged for parts but not labour. I recommend approval of this cost. 

 4. MG is arranging for Rob West to carry out the annual autumn cut on the Common. I think we may need 
to get a quote. We can discuss this tomorrow. Temporary clerk a stickler on this matter. That is not 
intended as a criticism! 

 5. Ian Daubney is willing to clear the allotments that are overgrown but needs to know exactly what is 
required. I have suggested that Kerry arranges to meet him and I have sent her his contact details. I 
have not heard back from Kerry. 

 6. The bench on Grindstone Green badly needs painting. I have the necessary materials and will do it 
myself if no other volunteer comes forward. 

 7. I have asked RN for a Tree Report. I have asked him to look, in particular, at two trees; one on either 
side of the Purleygig Bridge. The willow on the right has dropped lower and RN advised that Edward 
Painter be notified as the tree is on Painter land. I will do this. The tree to the left is dead/dying. RN 
advised that it is unlikely to fall on anyone if it comes down. I am not so sure. It’s near the ford where 
children play. Best to be safe in my view. I suggest we ask permission to fell it. I would be interested in 
MD’s opinion. 
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 8. My thanks to MD for organising the clearance of the Abbot’s Stream. We need to consider how we can 
finish the job. 

 9. We can discuss clearing scrub along the western boundary of the Common. 
 10. EN has produced an excellent report on the WMPF. Thanks Emma. We can discuss this tomorrow.  
 11. We need to discuss the amounts we receive from the Rural Payments Agency. So far it’s £545.66. 
 12. I propose to ask AB to quote for repairing the footpath behind the Old Inn. It becomes impassable in a 
wet winter. It should not cost too much. 

 
David Griffiths 22/10/2025 
 

 

Finance Report 

 

 

Common Report 

 
Common report for September October 2025 for  COSC meeting Oct 23rd 
UPDATE 22 10 25 

I promised Jenny Hamilton I would ask re tasks for her students over the winter . One 3 hour session a 

week on a Monday morning. Please discuss and let me know. I would suggest cutting own sycamore 

saplings from West Down. Other suggestions please 

Despite clearance the Abbotts stream seems still to be flowing slowly past the sleeper bridge – maybe an 

obstruction there? 

I have contacted Rob West re Autumn Common cut. We will meet soon to choose the important areas. 



CHILBOLTON PARISH COUNCIL’S OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE (COSC) 
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 23rd October 2025 at Chilbolton Village  Hall  

Agreed and signed ……………………………. (Chairman) 
Page 6 of 9 

After reading an email to James Waddington of Savills from David Hall copied to me I have recommended 

to David Hall that he contacts Alison Graham Smith  (NE) by phone or phones the SE regional office for an 

update on the new arrangements for the Common grants. He has had no success with email. 

After I added SSSI to the Chilbolton Cow Common label on Google maps in 2020 it has been seen 2million 

times. Google tells me this. 

An invoice has been received from HCV for £40  ( a day’s work for 4 people!!) for the work on the stream.  I 

have passed it to the Clerk with a note to say that the work was done well. 

River status 

River levels remain low. The grass and growth generally has recovered after the long summer drought. 

The Abbotts stream is flowing very sluggishly.  The Autumn cut is due and will be selective on the grossly 

overgrown areas. This will allow the cattle to access the grass there more easily. The cut should be soon , 

before the cattle come off and not delayed into the New Year as last year. 

Closing the gate 

The gate is open as from the beginning of the school Autumn term 

Grazing   

26 young bullocks are well established and remain on the lush grass. There has been no damage to the Old 

Cottage walls since the electric fence was installed. 

Stream clearance 

Sparsholt students have cleared most of the Abbotts steam section from the sleeper bridge to the river in 2 

sessions on 13th and 20th October. We are very grateful to Jenny Hamilton their teacher and resident in the 

village, for this. She is looking for other tasks for them to do over the winter.  

To be discussed. 

HCV attended on 18th October to clear the upper part of the  Abbotts stream. As there were only four of 

them they were unable to tackle the whole run right up to Bannuts as requested by FAG, but made good 

progress on their usual section. 

Tarca was approached to help but there was no response. I will ask again if they can clear the section up to 

Bannuts for us. 

Educational Access programme Visits 

With the recent visits and awaiting one more form from one of the schools, we have totalled 12 visits this 

year. 11 forms are ready to go to the clerk for signature and forwarding to RPA. 
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Maintenance tasks 

HCV were asked if they could clear the fence line as well as stream clearance in October. Unfortunately, 

they do not have space for this. 

As per the maintenance programme the invasive scrub along the western boundary fence line should be 

cleared back this winter. 

Autumn cut to be actioned by MG with Rob West as before 

Moya Grove 18 10 25 

 

 

Playing Field Report 

 
Knotweed 
Moya took a look and does not think it’s knotweed.  I’ve put weed killer on it anyway and it is now pretty 
dead 
 
Trailer 
Ed Treadwell has repaired the trailer and it is back on the playing field.  
 
Pump track 
The ROSPA inspector came on 19/9/25 and provided a report a report on the pump track and basketball 
hoops.  There were some resultant tasks which I completed (chopping some trees back, taking some 
screws out / amendments to the sign).  He also suggested the tunnel be filled in, which my husband James 
did. The report has been sent to the clerk for filing.  I have ordered a proper sign, the current one is just 
laminated. I have asked Grass and Grounds for a quote to cut the pump track, but I haven’t had the quote 
yet.  I’ve chased them up.   
 
Inspections / Insurance 
During his visit, the ROSPA inspector indicated that we may need to have a risk assessment carried out on 
the play equipment in addition to the annual inspection.  I did do a risk assessment for the pump track as 
he suggested, but actually having looked into it further I do not think this is required.  I have found a copy 
of last year’s insurance policy and I think we are using the same company this year and there is no 
suggestion that this is needed.  I have updated the inspection schedule for the weekly volunteers though, 
to include the pump track, table tennis table, adventure tower and removed the cantilever swing.  I have 
asked the clerk to circulate this to the weekly inspectors.  
 
Football team 
There were some complaints on Facebook about the football team leaving rubbish after matches.  I raised 
this with them and they said they will do a more thorough check before leaving. 
 
The football team said that the grass was borderline too long to play on last Sunday (19/10/25).  The 
referee almost didn’t them play.  They have provided photos which shows the grass is quite long.  However 
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G&G say they did attend on Thursday 16/10/25 and sent me photographs showing short grass!  I will go 
down on Thursday and see if I can establish who is correct.  The football team are not very happy about 
this so I have said I will see possibly about using a different contractor next year.  I will ask G&G not to 
charge us if it turns out the pitch has not been cut.  
 
Football pitch 
David sent me an email offer of a grant from the “Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund”.  I followed this up and 
am meeting an inspector on 23/10/25 who will assess the current state of our pitch.  If it is deemed ‘poor’ 
and we qualify for the grant, we would potentially receive £12,800 worth of improvements over 6 years, 
although we would have to contribute £6400 over that period.   
 
Play equipment repairs 
The replacement swings seats have been ordered.  
 
Andy Bond has been contacted about providing a quote to replace the timber and scramble net on the 
clamber stack.   
 
During his visit the Rospa inspector said that the clamber stack probably only has a year or two of life left in 
it.  He knocked on most of the timbers and identified that many of them were rotten.  If Andy can’t replace 
the timber, I propose leaving it and replacing the whole clamber stack next year, hopefully with the help of 
a grant and the funds identified below.  
 
Cantilever / basket swing 
I have been looking at ways to finance a new basket swing.  As previously mentioned, I don’t propose 
getting a cantilever swing again now knowing the catastrophic way it can fail!  I went through the old CPC 
meeting agendas and found one from 3/3/25 and (under ‘finance report’ > S106 Funds as at November 
’23) found the following: 
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The items highlighted in blue are the ones I’m interested in, I think these could be used to pay for a new 
basket swing.  The top one has been claimed, but the two further down don’t appear to have been.  
 
I need to find out: 

1) How to claim these 
2) Whether I can use this for match funded CAF grant 
3) Why they are so old, have there not been any since 2014? 
4) Whether they are expired and no longer claimable 
5) CIL payments are also a source of funds more recently, whether there are any of those available 

 
David / Debbie / Tony  

a. Do any of you know, or if not, could you ask the planning committee at the next CPC meeting if 
they know how to request release of these funds.  

b. Could you see if the planning committee know if there are any updates on these, either S106 or 
Cil payments more recently (since 2014).   
 

If nobody knows, I have will hopefully be seeing Nick Horne in the next couple of weeks, I’ll see if he 
knows.   
 
If all else fails I will go to TVBC who were very helpful when I spoke to them last month.  However I’d rather 
have a little bit of information before I speak to them!  This information may be available to the Clerk, but I 
doubt it would be a quick job to find out and I’m conscious of not taking up too much of his time.     
 
Given that the cost is likely to be around £3857.48 + VAT for a new swing set, are you happy for me to 

apply to the CAF for a grant now, bearing in mind we may have to fund the 50% difference ourselves if I am 

unable to secure any CIL / S106 funding? 


